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On the Danger of public Incontinence. 


“ «NO many are the Imperfec- 
3 tions that attend the Lofs 
** of Virtue in Women,” fays 


Montefquieu,* — “* anc fo greatly 


* Spirit of Laws, Vol. I. Page 144. 
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are their Souls degraded, when 
their principal Guard is te~ 
moved, that in a popular State, 
public Incontinency may be 
confidered as the laff of Mi- 
feries, and as a certain fore-run- 
ner of a Change in the Conftitu. 
tion. Hence it is,” he adds, 
that the fage Legiflators of 


‘ republican States, have always 


required of Women, a parti- 


cular Gravity of Manners, 


* They have profcribed, not on- 


ly Vice, but the very Appear- 
ance of it from their Repub- 
lics. They have bantfhed even 

“* all 
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¢ all Commerce of Gallantry—a 
“ Commerce that produces Idle- 
** nefs—-that renders the Women 
«© Corrupters, before they are 
“ corrupted—that gives a Value 
““ to Trifles, and debafes Things 


“© of Importance, 


The very worft Governments 
have paid Attention to the Con- 
duét of married Women. Under 
the Reigns of | Auguftus — and 
even of Tiberius, Penalties were 
inflicted on Adultreffes. Yet in 
England — fo far from having 
difcountenanced the Profligacy of 


D2 our 
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our Women of Fafhion, the Le- 
giflature fuffers it to be encou- 
vaged. Though Divorces are fo 
common — and fo many Adul- 
treffes have been married by 
their Debauchers — Parliament 
have not yet pafied a Law pro- 
hibiting the Marriage of the A- 
Guitrefs, with the Man for whom 
fhe has been divorced! Thus a 
door has been fuffered to re- 
main open, for admitting Liber- 
tines to pay their criminal Ad- 
dreffes to married Women, under 
Pretence of Love, and a Defire 
of being united to them by 


Marriage. 
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Marriage. Though they may 
have no Intention to marry the 
Woman they find abandoned— 
they are notwithftanding furnifh- 
ed with plaufible Excufes for 
thofe Profeffions of Regard, for 
which otherwife they could have 
no pretence. 


The more Diffolute the Man-* 
ners of a People are, the more 
eafily they are corrupted, and 
enflaved — is it not, then, the 
Duty of every honeft Man to 
do his urmoft to get a Law en- 
acted, rendering it impoffible for 

B 3 an 
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an AdultrefS to be married to 
the Man who has been the Caufe 
of her Divorce?—The Nature of 
Man muft change, before Wo- 
men ceafe to influence © their 
‘Manners. ‘The more abandon- 
ed our Women are — the more 
unprincipled will be our Men. 
If Women were virtuous, Men 
could not be tempted to violate 
Friendfhip — and break through 
every Tie that fhould be held 
Sacred. The want of Virtue 
in Women, renders them neo- 
leCtful of their Hufband’s Inte- 
refls-~and by ruining their For- 


tunes, 


public Incontinence. 9 


tunes, throws them at the Feet 
of Miunifters. It poifons the 
Source of domeftick Happinefs 
—and drives Hufbands from their 
Houfes to feek Relief in Diffipa- 
tion—and in communicating that 
Peftilence into the Houfes of 
their Acquaintance, which has 
made their own, hateful. Thus 
the Contagion fpreads— and its 
, Malignity acquires Strength by 
Circulation. In the Words of 
Montefguieu, it renders the Wo- 
men Corrupters, before they are cor- 
vupted. \t leads to Luxury—Ex- 
‘travagance — Want, — debates 

B 4 the 
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the Mind — renders it incapable 
of relifhing any of thofe rational 
Pleafures for which it was form- 
ed — and which alone can afford 
it Satisfattion - -- - and thus de- 
firoying all private Principle, re- 
‘moves the- Foundation of public— 
and infures dead Majorities in 
Parliament, and a ready Acquief- 
cence in the People. 


Shall no Attempt be made to 
‘ftop this devouring Fire, before 
‘it fhall have deftroyed every thing 
‘worth preferving on Earth - -- do- 
oo Peace, public Interef, public 
| Liberty ? 
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Liberty2—The Conflagration: rages 
—fhall we not make a finele 
Effort to check its Progrefs >— 
While yet it maybe poffible to 
quench the Flames, let us care- 
fully remove whatever it fhall be 
found can feed them, For my 
Part, I hold it incumbent on 
every Man to do his utmoft to 
ftop an evil, that is a Reproach 
to us, as a Nation — fullies our 
Name—and muft, if not remedi- 
ed, be our Deftruction. 


It is with this. View I fhall 
endeavour to expofe thofe Caufes, 
which 
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which I think lead to the Ruin 
of female Virtue. — I value not 
the Approbation or Cenfure of 
any but the worthy Part of the 
Community — and I hope the 
Motive by which I am actuated, 
will, in ther Eftimation, cover 
any Defects that they may find 
in the Performance. F proteft that 
when I confider the prefent Mode 
‘of female Education — the Life 
our Women lead — the French 
Refinement that has crept into 
our Manners—how much Fafhion 
has become a Tyrant ~ = - and, 
above all, that fhameful, fcanda- 

lous 
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lous Cuftom of employing Men- 
midwives —- which our Women, 
now, without any WNecefity, Mo- 
defty, Delicacy, Decency—or Refpeét 
to the Opinion of Mankind, with 
the greateft Effrontery, and Im- 
pudence, adopt—fo far from be- 
ing furprized at the Number of 
Women, who daily are detected 
deftitute of Virtue-— I am fur- 
prifed to find the Number is 
not trebled! | 


CHAP, 
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CoB: ASP Ik 


On the <Abjurdity of our female 


Educaiion. 


. OMAN was intended to 

be our Companion and 
Friend —to hare in our plea- 
fures and Afflictions—to heighten 
our Joys, and alleviate our Dif-’ 
trefles, by her Participation. 
To fuperintend over our Families 


“Sey 
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— pay Attention to our Interefts 
—and render Home delightful, 
by her Society, Tendernefs, and 
Affection. Zhat Education, then, 
muft be beft, which is moft cal- 
culated to form, and qualify the 
female Mind for thofe Duties, 
and Pleafures, which are to con- 
ftitute, not only her own Happi- 
nefs, but that of her Hufband, 
Children; and Family, A young 
Lady fhould early be taught, 
that true female Excellence con- 
fifts, mof in being a Miftrefs of 
Mufic—a fine Singer, and Dancer 
—in being able to read French 


Novels, 
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Novels, and converfe fluently. 
with French Libertines — but — 
in Modefty— Diffidence—Gentlee + 
nefs—good Humour--and a De- 
fire to pleafe. 


For the fame Reafon that 
public Schools are proper for 
Boys, they are unfit for Girls, 
Men are to buftle in Life— 
_ and therefore the Afurance that is 
acquired by the Society of a 
Number of Eoys, is rather of 
Ufe, than Prejudice ne « Byte 
Women — who ought to be all 
Timidity — bafhful Referve — 

Tender- 
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Tendernefs — and Delicacy, a 
public School rubs off thofe very 
Qualities, that have been always 
allowed to form the characterif- 
tick Beauties of the Sex. 


Public Schools not only teach 
Girls to be {felf-affured, forward, 
and impudent — but they infalli- 
bly pollute their Minds, and in- 
itiate them: in Vice. Though a 
Girl’s Ideas be as pure as an 
Angel’s on her Entrance into a 
Boarding-School—~fhe cannot re- 
main there any Time, without 
being as knowing in the Ways 

of 


! 
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of Pollution, as any Nymph in 
King’s= Place. It is impoffible it 
_fhould be otherwife— for among 
a Number of Girls, there muft 
always be fome who are vicious 
—and one vicious Girl, is enough 
to pollute an Hundred. Though 
the Miftrefs fhould happen to be 
a good Woman, and ever fo at- 
tentive to her Duty, (which 
very feldom is the Cafe) it is 
not in her Power to prevent this 
evil—for the Mifchief is done, 
not in her prefence, but in thofe 
private Hours of familiar Con- 
verfation, which the Girls cannot 

be 
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be prevented holding among 
themfelves, 


The World is unhappily go- 
verned by Fafhion. Scarce two, 
in a thoufand, think for them- 
felves. People indolently go with 
the ftream, rather than be at the 
Trouble of turning their Face 
againft the Torrent. It is impof- 
fible in any other Way to ac- 
count, for the prefent general 
Abufe of female Education. It 
is impoffible in any other Way 
to account, for the prefent ge- 
neral. Blindnefs to the ill Effects 

C that 
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that arife from it. Becaufe it 1s 
the Fafbion to educate our Daugh- 
ters, more for kept Miftreffes, 
than good Wives— we neglect 
their Principles—we neglect their 
Minds—and if they are but good 
Muficians, Drawers, Dancers, and 
' Miftrefles of French, we foolifhly 
think they are accomplifhed— 
and that we have acquitted our- 
felves of that Duty to them, 
which was incumbent on us, as 
Parents. By fending our Daugh- 
ters to Boarding - Schools, we 
force thern to affociate with vi- 
cious Companions—and_ therefore, 


though 
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though they fhould not become 
vicious, themfelves — they infal- 
libly become acquainted with Vice. 
They learn to be idle—extrava- 
gant—to tell. Lies—to regard no- 
thine but Dref, Shew, and Ad- 
miration. - Hardly any Attention, 
is paid to their Morals—but the 
utmoft Pains are taken to-ren- 
der them Miftrefles of ----- - 
what can neither tend to mak 
them esod Daughters — good 
Wives—- good Mothers, or ra- 
tional Companions! --<-- Can 
we be furprifed if their tender 
Minds —accuftomed to think Mu- 

oe: fic, 
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fic, French, ;&c. &c, the only 


Accomplifhments neceffary for 
their attainment, neglect  thofe 
Embellifhments of the Mind 


that are invaluable? 

Dancing, 1 allow to be an ef- 
fential, but let it be learned, at 
Home. \t gives Eafe, and Grace. 
A young Lady would, befides, 
appear very awkward at an Af- 
fembly, if fhe were obliged to 
fir ftill; for Want of - fo neced- 
fary an Accomplifhment. But 
though I approve Dancing — I 
am againft every Kind, but Mi- 


nuets, 
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nuets, and country Dances. The 
new fafhioned Dances are very 
unfit for modeft Women. Alle- 
mandes, and Cotillions, are only 
proper for the Stage, and Dan- 
cine-Mafter’s Balls. If the Spec- 
tator were now alive, I am fure 
he would not like to fee his 
Daughter turned and twirled about 
—firk one way—then another—- 
—at the fame Time that the 
Charaéter of the Dance, ren- 
ders it neceflary for the Cou- 
ple to leer for a long time at 
one another, during their various 
Attitudes, and Movements, in a 

C 3 ‘Manner 
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Manner much too Toofe to be con- 
“fiftent with that bafhful Referve, 
and modetft Deportment, fo indif- 
penfible in the female Character. 
Thole /Jafcivious Dances, are out 
of Charaéer, in England, and 


fit only for the Levity of France. 


In the Name of Common 
Senfe, let me afk—-of what Ufe 
do we find Mufic, to married 
Women? — Since playing the 
Harpfichord has become fo effen- 
tial a Qualification, that even In- 
nocence is to be given up for 
it’s Sake—the Queftion is of Im- 


portance 
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portance—and Demands a ferious 


Inveftigation. 


Ladies either excel-—only Play 
tolerably——or have no .Turn for 
Mufic. If they do not play well, 
their Time, and Money, have 
been thrown away. If they ex- 
cel—it leads them to dedicate 
that Time to their Harpfichord, 
which fhould be employed to 
better Purpofe. 


When married— Ladies . either 
leave it cf entirely—or make it 


a Bufinefs I never knew a 


C4 Viedium. 
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Medium. If they leave it off— 
of what Ufe has been their Ex- 


cellence ? 


If they make it a 
Bulinefs, they commence mere 
Muficians. It leads them into a 
thoufand Expences—a_ thoufand 
Follies —a thoufand bad Confe- 
quences. They are perpetually 
running after Concerts, and neg- 
lefting their Families - --- for 
what?——-To be in Company with 
--- Singers, and Fidlers! ! ! 
Their Excellence renders them 
the Wives—wo/, of their Huf 
bands, but of—the Pubic. Is it 
not natural for a Woman to value 
herfelf 
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herfelf on her Excellence—and to 
wifh to have it generally ad- 
mired ?—Will not this, draw her 
from Home, except when her 
Houle can be crowded with Mu- 
ficanties? — Does fhe not then, 
live—more for the World, than 
for her Hufband ?—And is this 
proper ?—Is it compatible with 
domeftick Happinefs ? — She — 
whofe greateft Pleature fhould con- 
fift in rendering herfelf agreeable 
to her Hufband—in making his 
Home, more entertaining and 
pieafing to him, than Scenes of 
Diffipation, where nothing ts heard 


but 
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but Nonfenfe, and unmeaning 
Compliment — becomes indifferent 
whether he approves, or cenfures 
“1S pleafed, or difcontented—and 
leaving him to entertain himfelf 
in the beft Manner he can, 
flies abroad to be approved by 
---a Crowd!------I1 cannot 
bear to fee a Woman of Fathion 
fit down to an Harpfichord at a 
public Concert—and hear her 
clapped by Strangers on finifh- 
ing her Tune—as if fhe were 
a common Mufician. .To fay no 
worfe, it throws her off that Le. 
vel, on which it is her Duty to 


move. 
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move. And after all—for what 
Excellence has fhe been applaud- 
ed? She has been clapped, and 


extolled, becaufe --~ jhe happens 
to have the Ufe of her Fingers, | 
and a good Ear! ----- In “the 


Excellence on whith fhe fo much 
values herfelf—and for which fhe 
has made fuch a Sacrifice of 
Time, and mental Qualities— 
fhe is at leaft equalled, if not 
furpaffed, in every Theatre in 
London!!! ------- In the midft 
of her Applaufes, I cannot help 
feeling a fecret Regret that fhe 
ever learned a Note!—If to Sing 


—tO 
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—to play on the MHarpfichord 
finely—to Dance, and fpeak Ita- 
lian—is to be highly accom. 
plifhed—it follows that, the pub- 
~~ Nic Singers—and female Teachers 
ae are --- are what?— 
the moft accomplifbed Women in 
England!!! 


And French, too—of what Ule 
to our Women, is French ?— 
All Ranks of People—even our 
very Tradefmens’ Daughters, muft 
now forfooth be fent to Board. 
ing-Schools to learn French, &c. 
as if there were no doing with- 


out 
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out it! — To Gentlemen indeed, 
French is a very neceflary Branch 
of Education— but except to 
thofe of our Women, who are 
to move in the very firft Circle 
of the Court, it probably will be 
of no other Ufe than to enable 
them to read .Brench Novels, 
that had much better have  re- 
mained unintelligible. And even 
with Refpeét to our Ladies of 
the firft Circle, I fee .no Rea- 
fon why it is any more incum- 
bent on them to learn French, 
in order to converfe with Fo- 
reigners of Fafhion, who vifit 


our 


2% On the Abfurdity of 


eur Court—than it was on thofe 
Foreigners, to learn Enclifh, to 
converfe with our Ladies — and 
if the Motive of underftanding 
our Women, has not had fuf- 
ficient Weight with foreign Gen- 
tlemen—I think it might have 
as little with our Ladies of — the 
firft Rank. I have faid thus 
much of French, becaufe the 
learning it, is pleaded as’one of 
the Motives for a  Boarding- 
School Education. I have §ar- 
gued againft Mufic too, for the 
fame Reafon. I would not be 
underftood, however, to mean that 


young 
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young Ladies fhould not be 
taught thefe /ittl Accomplifh- 
ments—but I infift that nothing 
can be more abfurd than to fee 
them made fo much the Effentials 
of Education, as to have thofe 
Qualifications which really are 
effential, neglected to attain them. 
Let Mufic — Dancing — French 
—and Drawing, be taught — 
but let them be taught at Home. 
I would afk any Advocate for 
a Boarding -School, what is the 
Motive for fending my Child 
there ?>—Is it becaufe there is a 
good Mufic-Mafter? I will fend 

for 
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for him to my MHoufe —fince 
though I pay him ten Times” 
more for it, my Daughter has 
fifty Times the Advantage, by 
his Attention being confined to 
her, which otherwife would be 
divided among her Companions: 
Is there a good Dancing-Matter, 
Drawing -Mafter, &c. there ?—_ 
I make the fame Anfwer.— 
If Families are at too great a 
Diftance from thefe Mafters, let 
the Parents, or Friends, go to 
fome large ‘Town where they © 
can be procured. The Impofi- 
tions in Boarding - School Bills 


are 
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are fo many—and the Expences 
fo great — that whoever can af- _ 
ford to fend a Child to one of 
thofe abominable Pef - Houfes — 
Sinks of Pollution—— Graves of all 
Goodnefs—can afford to change 
his Habitation for a Winter or 
two---and if he cannot—I am 
fure that young Ladies — whofe 
Parents have not fufficient Mo- 
ney to fpare, to enable them to 
afford going for a Winter or 
‘two, to fome creat Town — are 
the moft improper, of all Wo- 
men, to have their Heads turned 
topfy-turvy with Ideas of Ex- 


D pence 
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pence, Shew, outfide—and their. 
Minds rendered unfit to be paired 
with Men, whofe Fortunes will 
not bear to have their Houfes 
turned infide out, for want of 
Géconemy, and of that Atten- 
tion to their Interefts, which it is 
neceflary for Wives to pay. If 
a. Man—whoie Income, with Qco- 
nomy, is fufficient to enable him 
to fupport his Family — fhould 
notwithftanding find himfelf in 
Danger of a Goal, through his 
Wife’s Extravagance and Inat- 
tention—would he be confoled in 
his Diftrels, dy feeing ber run 


her 
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her Fingers, in good Time and 
Tune, over a number of black 
and white Pieces of Wood, fafter 
than bis Eyes can follow them ? 
I fhould fancy not—efpecially if 
ke recollected that his Diftrefs 
arofe from her having paid more 
Attention to thofe Pieces of 
Wood, than to his Guineas !—— 
And even though we grant that 
he can afford her Extravagance 
and Inattention—yet Mujfic, upon 
Mufic, will not always do. 
I am as fond of Mufic, as 
any Man j/beuld be —and have 
avery good Ear--- but Har- 


D2 mony 
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mony-—though very. agreeable now 
and .then, to the Ear—will not 
make up for the Want of an 
harmonized, and polifbed mind. A 
Man of Senfe requires in a Wife, 
fomething more Subftantial ‘than 
the trifling Qualifications that 
are attained at a _ Boarding- 
School. To be educated for him, 
more Attention fhould be paid 
to her Underftanding, than her 
Fingers—to her Mind, than her 
Body. Her Body fhould not be 
neglected — but Care fhould be 
taken that fhe fhould obferve 
_that the chief Attention of her 


Friends, 


our female Education, 39 


Friends, was paid to her Prin- 
ciples, and mental Endowments. 
A juft Senfe of the Deity—and 
of the Relation in which fhe 
ftands to him, forms the Foun- 
dation on which every thing de- 
pends. Jt fhould early be im- 
prefled on her Mind that he is 
always prefent to her Actions, 
and acquainted with her Thoughts 
e—-and this will occafion that ha- 
bitual Attention to her Thoughts 
‘and Aétions, and Refpe& for 
*her Confcience, without which it 
is impoffible for any Woman to 
make either a good wife, or a 


es 3 *s ' good © 
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ood Mother. The Almighty has 


fo formed our Minds, that it is 
impoffible for any thing to con- 
vey fubftantial Satisfaction, if un- 
accompanied by a Confcioufnels 
of his Approbation—and as this 
cannot poffibly be felt but by 
thofe, whofe general Courfe of 
Actions are the refult of a reli- 
gious Mind—a Woman deftitute 
of Religion, cannot have fuch a 
Relifh for the innocent Pleafures 
to be found at Home, as will lead 
her to prefer it, to Diffipation— 
and enable her to be uniformly 
chearful and agreeable to the 


Partner 
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Partner of her retired Hours, 
Like a Ship at Sea, without 
either Compafs or Rudder, it is 
impoflible for her to keep in a 
proper Courfe. Driven by every 
Wind that blows — directed only 
by her Appetites and Paffions— 
how can fhe bear up againft the 
Storm, or avoid being wrecked 
by the Temptations that fur- 
round her?—To prepare her for 
the Dangers fhe muft encounter, 
fhe fhould be well acquainted © 
with the Spectators — Fordyce’s 
Difcourfes to young Women— 
Dr. Gregory’s Advice to his 


s D4 Daughters © 
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Daughters -- Mrs. Chapone’s Let- 


ters on the Improvement of the 
Mind — Guardians — Ramblers— 
Adventurers — &c.— and if the 
knows the Hiftories of England, 
and of the Romans—fo much 
the better. This Kind of Read- 
ing, will inform, and polith her 
Mindat the fame Time that 
it will guard her Heart. She 
fhould be well informed in all 
domeftick Concerns, fo as to be 
able to aflift her Mother in the 
Infpection and Direction of the 
Family. A Novel fhould never 
enter the Doors, ( except Lady 

Julia 
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Julia Mandeville, and Fielding’s 
Works ) for they give wrong 
Turns of Thinking ---lead young 
Minds to form abfurd Ideas of 
Characters ----- to expect to 
meet with thofe, which do not 
exift—and to act romantically, in 
order to Copy the Painting that 
is drawn out of Nature — and 
which abounds in every Novel 
I ever read, except the above, 
and perhaps one or two others, 
that I may forget. Add to this 
—Novels are full of warm De- 
{criptions — run entirely on the 


fubject of Love — convey very 
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loofe Ideas—and reprefent vicious 
Characters, in a Light, that fo 
far conceals their Enormity as to 
prevent their difeufting as they 
ought to do. Young female 
Minds fhould be carefully attend- 
ed to 


they need no Incentives, 
The Temper, and Difpofition 
fhould be watched from the Cra- 
die, and corrected, where necef- 
fary. Thus educated —a young 
Woman is formed to be_ her 
Hujband’s rational Friend - - - en- 
tertaining Companion --- (endeared 
to him, in a Manner the moft 
tender, and affectionate!) at the 


fame 
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fame Time that fhe is she pru-. 
dent Direétor of his Family, and 
Guardian of his domeftick Interefs. 


_ THESE are the Effentials that 
fhould be attended to, in female 
Education. Every Thing elfe 
fhould be viewed, only as feconda- 
ry Oljecis. But in the prefent 
Mode of female Education, what 
ought to be only fecondary Ob- 
jects, are made Effentials, and 
the Effentials are neglected. Who 
can wonder that our Women are 
fuch giddy, drefled up Dolls — 


without 
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without Solidity —~ without Prin- 
ciple ? — A good Difpofition — 
natural Underftanding —and _ hav- 
ing worthy Parents — may — and 
I dare fay frequently does, - get 
the better of every Difadvantage 
refulting from a fafhionable Edu. 


cation 


and may refift the dan- 
serous Effects of bad Examples 
—but I fhould hardly conceive 
that Parents would chufe to fend 
their Children into an Houfe, 
where Numbers are ill of the 
Peftilence— on the Prefumption, 
that becaufe they have found 


Bodies 
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Bodies, and good Conftitutions, 
there is a Poffbility that they 


may efcape the Contagion. 


But it may be faid, that 
““Girls go to Boarding-Schools, 
“ to learn gocd Breeding, as well 
“as Moufic, French, Drawing, 
“ Dancing, &c.” Parents, and 
the Company which vifits them, 
muft be very ill- bred People, 
indeed, if their Society be not 
at leaft as inftructive, and polifh- 
ing, as that of the Children, Go- 
vernefles, and Miftrefs, to whom 
young Mifs isto be fent. I 


believe 
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believe that at moft, if not all 
of thefe Schools, the Miftrefs 
generally lives in her Parlour — 
and only goes among her Board- 
ers at particular Hours of the 
Day. I know that in one of 
the greateft Schools near Town, 
the Milftrefs goes in among her 
young Ladies, but once a Day— 
juft before fhe takes her Airing 
in her Carriage. The young La- 
dies live all Day together, with 


a Governefs or two*—and yet 


* Thefe Governeffes cannot be fit 
Companions for young Ladies— (to fay 
no worfe—.) fince few, if any of them, 


this 
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this is the Life it feems, that is 
to polifh them, more than the 
Company of their Mother, and 
her Friends! ---- But the Truth, 
is, too many Mothers, now 
a-days, prefer the Company of 
their Admirers, to that of their 


are Gentlewomen —and none of them 
accuftomed to living with People of Fa- 
fhion —fo how can they be capable of 
Teaching Breeding? They can teach 
French, it is true—perhaps, Work — 
but they cannot form Manners, of which 
they themfelves are Ignorant. 1 now fpeak 
of thofe who are Englith. With refpect 
to the Freach Governeffes — they are ftill 
worfe — for, of them, we can know no 
more than that they have a good. Ad- 
drefgs—-and can teach French, and what- 


Children 
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Children —and would rather de- 
grade themfelves, in the Eyes even 
of their Paramours, than fulfil 
their Duties to the Almighty, 


their Hufbands, and their Chil- 


dren! 


Having fent Mifs off from her 


Boarding-School — where fhe has 


ever elfe they are known to be quali- 
fied to convey a Knowledge of. What 
they were ix France, mut remain un- 
known. ~How can we know but that 
they were Proftitutes? — Are /uch Wo- 
men proper Governeffes for our Daugh- 
ters?! —- What can be expected but 
that the Pupils turn out in Life, con- 
formable to the Inftructions of fuch In- 
ftructors ! 


(in 


i % 
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( in general ) exchanged any Mo- 
defty — Bafhfulnefs -- Junocence, 
and Love of Truth, that fhe 
carried into it— for Affurance ~ 
( infalhbly for a perfect? Acquaintance 
with Vice) a Turn for Extrava- 
gance— Contempt of Frugality — 
and Readinefs at inventing Falfe- 
hoods, and concealing .Truths — 
(for this is admirably taught 
Ladies, by fearching them for 


‘Fruit, and Letters, on their re- 


turning from Vifits — which. leads 
them to put any Billets for their 
Friends, or Fruit within their 
Stays, or other Concealments — 

E thus 
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ihus preparing them for Intrigue) 
---from a Seminary, where the 
vhas, ninety Times in an Hundred, 
been fitted more for a kept Mi/- 
tre/s, or a Bagnio, than a rational 
Companion, and Mother of a Fa- 
mily — let us now attend her 
into the World — and inquire 
whether the bad Propenfities fhe 
has contra¢ted, or encourayed at 
School, are likely to be removed, 
or reftrained, by the fhifting of 


the Scene. 


CHAP. 
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be tee Ie 


Bad Effects of Fafhion, and French 
Refinement. | 


UR young Mifs of Fa- 
fhion — being now finely 
accomplifoed for the World---- 
(though without any other Idea 
of Religion, but what has been 
the cafual Refult of faying the 
E 2 Catechifm 
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Catechifm Jy rote — and now 
and then going to Church, to 
mind every thing, but the Ser- 
vice! --- ) bids Adieu to School, 
or to her French - Governefs — 
in order to enter on that endlefs 
Train of Amufements, for which 
fhe has long fighed.  Routs, 
Balls, Mafquerades, Operas, Plays, 
Ranelagh, and Vauxhall engrofs 
her whole Attention. She fees 
{carcely any Thing but Grimace 
— hears hardly any Thing but 
trifling Chit-chat. Finds every 
Body flying from Thought — and 
amufed by Follies, hardly fit for 
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Children. Sees nothing but Le- 
vity all round her—People grin- 
ning at. Nothing, like Ideots—for 
Nothing can be faid without a 
Smile, and a Giggle—and_ thofe 


who can force it, with the beft 
Grace — are the beft bred! 


Eagerly on the Watch for 
Admiration, fhe is not a little 
mortified by obferving, that for 
one Beau who pays any Atten- 
tion to her, at leaft Twenty are 
affiduous in their Court to the 
married Women--- but fhe is 
comforted by obferving, too, that 

FE 3 her 
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her Cafe is not fingular —and 
that all the unmarried, are in the 
fame Situation. She is. confoled 
by looking forward to the Mo- 
ment, when fhe may, by Mar- 
riage, be entitled to the fame 
Crowd of Followers — and this 
renders her lefs folicitous about 
the Kind of Hufband which may 
happen to be her Lot, fince fhe 
finds that fhe can pick and 
chufe afterwards, whom fhe pleafes 
to be her Attendant, and yet be 
jut as well received, and as much 
carefed by ~refpeciable Charatters, 
as if ber Life had been irvreproach- 
| able. 
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able. She fees married Women 
ride out every Day with diffipat- 
ed young Men—and no more 
Notice taken of it, than if it 
were confiftent wiih either Decency 
or Safety. In the Spring, what 
can be more Innocent than to be 
conducted by an admiring At- 
tendant into a Nurfery of Sweets— 
to indulge him wiih the Opportu- 
nity of culling Flowers for ber 
»Breaft?!----She frequently hears 
it whifpered that fuch a Perfon 
‘is “ IN LOVE. with Lady 
————,”” and_ never finding the 
Manner of Expreffion, cenfured, 

Es concludes 
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concludes it to have been pro- 
per — and that Nothing is ealier 
than for the woble Paffion of 
LOVE, to be felt by a Gen- 
tleman, for another Man’s Wife. 
Nay — fhe obferves, too, that the 
very Lady whom fhe had heard 
remark the *%* Love” of the ad- 
miring Man of Fafhion, for - - - 
his Friends Wife — never fails to 
invite the fighing Follower to every 
Party in which the Obje&t of 
his foul Paffion is to make one! 
enn tie CDS may furprize her at 
firft, perhaps--but it foon grows 
too familiar. She obferves that 


Women 
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Women of the firft Fafhion, 
make it a Rule — and that 
though it is impoffible but that 
it muft be remarked by others, 
as well as_ herfelf, yet  thefe 
good-natured, very conveient La- 
dies, are neverthelefs treated with 
as much apparent Refpect, and 
‘Regard, as if they were not fo 
ready to affift in providing Em- 
ployment for Doctors Commons. 
Unfounded in Virtue, herfelf - - - 
ignorant of what is due to the 
female Charaéter — and of the 
Affront, the high Indignity which 
a Man offers to the = married 


Woman 
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Woman whom he prefumes to 
Addrefs with Declarations of his 
Attachment — or even to follow, 
with his Affiduities--- and recon- 
ciled thus by daily Obfervation 
——how can we be furprifed if 
fhe thinks Adultery a Peccadillo 
—and that if fhe can but avoid 
public Deteétion, fhe is guilty of 


no Offence? 


Thus prepared to make a good 
Wife, our young Lady of Fa- 
fhion is probably addrefled by 
fome Peer, who wants her For- 
tune—-and fhe joyfully accepts 

his 


ee yee ~~ 2 
’ 7 ‘ 


a fafpionable Life. 61 


his Hand, to obtain----- not 
one Title— but two—the firft, 
to a Coronet —the fecond, fo 
take that full Swing—the Plea- 
fure of which, in Idea, fhe had 
fo often anticipated. She thinks 
it would be very gothic, as 
well as very inconfiftent, to ima- 
gine that Love in the {malleft 
Degree neceflary defore Marriage, 
which in fix Weeks after it, would 
be confidered by every well-bred 
Perfon, as a Proof of Rufticity, 
and fhocking Manners. And it 
is really very immaterial what 
were the Motives that influenced 


them — 
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them — fince whether they loved 
each other or not, the Bufinefs, 
moft likely will terminate the fame 
way at laft—only in Proportion 
to the Degree of Love, it will 
be fo much the longer delayed, 
or fooner haftened. It is impof- 
fible that avy Love can withftand 
the Lives, which good Breeding 
renders it incumbent on them to 
lead. Fafbion requires that they 
fhould affeé Indifference, even 
though they fhould feel it not 
—and, at laft— what only at 
firft was Affectation — becomes 
real!—— They are hardly ever 


together 
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together through the Day — and 
if they fhould happen to be at 
the fame Party at Night, they 
would blufh to be feen near each 
other, though perhaps both, at firft, 
wifo it otkerwife! — Habit at 
length prevails—and the Compas 
ny of neither, becomes neceffary 
for the other’s Happinefs !—He, 
fafhionably flirts it with other 
Women —and fhe, ceafes to be 
infenfible to the attention of 
furrounding Admirers. At firft, 
perhaps, fhe permits their A ffidui- 
ties—merely in Compliance with 
that Tyrant Fafhion, which the 


fees 
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fees no one with to difobey -- = 
but—at laft! accuftomed to eve- 
ry Man’s Company, more than 
to her Hufband’s—fome Man, 
either more artful, or more agree- 
able than the reft, difcovers a 
weak Side — adapts his. Man- 
‘ners to her Ideas—-and under 
the Cloak of Friendfhip - - - mere 
Friendfoip, winds his Steps, at 
refpectful Diftance—’till, by im- 
perceptible Advances, having at 
length attracted her Pity — his 
Bufinefs is foon Accomplifhed. 
He proceeded on /fure Ground, 
from the Moment that he was 

certain 
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certain fhe perceived his Attentions, 
and yet did mot wifh to ‘avoid 
giving him Opportunities of paying 
them. He could not with for 
greater Encouragement, than to 
fee her fmile on him with Com- 
placence, and converfe, without 
reftraint — after he had given 
Marks of his Regard, and of bis 
Wifb to be ber Attendant. He 
knows, that if fhe be not an 
Ideot, fhe muft be fenfible that 
he can have but one View, and 
that that View, cannot be honour- 
able. A married Woman, there- 
fore, cannot be feduced — becaufe 

from 
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from the firft Inftant that fhe per- 


ceives a Man's Approaches ( and 
Women are too quick-fichted in 
fuch Affairs, to be believed, 
fhould they pretend Blindnefs ) 
fhe knows that <dultery is his 
Objet, fince be can have no 
viber —and that unlefs /be means 
to inform him, (in Language 
not to be mifunderftood ) : that 
Jobe is not fhocked at the Idea of 
it, fhe fhould fhun him as fhe 
would a Peftilence. This isthe 
Time, to fly — for after this, 
the fame Behaviour that is due 
to a common Acquaintance - - - 


even 
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even a Smile—becomes, to him, 
Encouragement. This: ig. -.the 
Moment that affronted . Virtue 
fhould put on it’s native Dig- 
nity —for after this, it 1s too 
late. Chaftity, cannot underfiand 
—and not refent. A Smile then 
fays--- “J will.” Here fe- 
male Virtue mult be wrecked, 
unlefs this Rock be flown from. 
If a Woman be fimple enough 
to imagine that a Man would be 
at the Trouble of attending her, 
and of infinuating himfelf into 
her Regard (throwing away his 
Time ) from platonick Friendfhip 
F — and 


7 
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— and a cold Admiration of her 
Charms, without any criminal Dee 
fire to render them fubfervient to 
his L — ¢ — fhe has a large 
Share of Vanity — and a very 
contemptible Underftanding, Or 
if fhe flatters herfelf that fhe can 
play with Fire, without burning 
her Fingers, fhe will infallibly 
fall a Victim to her Folly — 
and like the poor Moth which 
eayly flutters it’s few Circles 
around the Candle, unhurt —— 
joe will at laft as blindly fhare 
rr Sor, 


Unhappily 
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Unhappily for this Country, 


French Refinement has varnifhed 
Crimes, fo as to conceal their 
Deformity. ‘ Gallantry,” is much 
too gentle a Term, for Adul- 


tery. We /often away Offences, . 


fo as to hide their Colour. If 
Women who yet are virtuous, 
heard Dutcheffes, Marchioneffes, 
Counteffes, &c. branded with the 
{candalous Name they deferve, on 
fwerving from Virtue—fhocked at 
the Name of Wh——, their 
Minds would fhrink with Difguft 
from the very Idea of deferving 


it. And fince Women hear thus 


; F 2 daily 
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daily of the 44, that merits it 
— why fhould that Act be 
foftened to ther Ear, by any 
Term that does zot fhock it? 
— The more the Name _ fhocks 
— the better. Becaufe the Word 
Wh—— fhocks, it is the very 
Reason why a virtuous Woman 
foould hear it given to an Adul- 
tres. Can any Term be too op- 
probrious for the Woman of 
Fafhion, who by defiling the 
Marriage- Bed, proves herfelf ca- 
pable of committing any Crime to 
which fhe can be prompted by Paf- 
fion? —If any human Tie — any 

Senfe 
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Senfe of Duty to God, er Man 
— any Shame for the prefent — 
or Fear for the future, bad 
been capable of operating on ber 
Mind — fhe would not have dared 
to do an Aft, for which perpe- 
tual Infamy is the Reward. A 
Mind, thus callous to every 
Feeling that can reftrain — is 
equal to any Villainy to which 
it can be tempted. The Mo- 
ment fhe gave up Virtue, fhe 
put all her Faculties under the 
Direction of the Man who de- 
bauched ber —for he who had 
Influence to make her hold the 

F 4 World 
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World — every. Law, and Cen- 


fure, divine and human, at De- 
fiance — might make her rob— 
Murder — do any Thing — if 
be were Villain enough to exert 
himfelf to effec it. We has al- 
ready led her to do her utmoft, 
like a Thief, to defraud her 
Hufband’s Relations of that Rank 
and Property, of which her fpu- 
rious Iffue may rob them. He 
has already Jed her to prove 
herfelf deftitute of every Principle 
that can Dignify the Sew — inca- 
pable of being refirained by any 
Tie that foould influence the Heart. 

| After 
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After fuch a Proof — after fuch 


a Sacrifice — if fhe does not 
proceed on, to other Crimes, it 
can only be owing to her Pa- 
ramour’s not having a Difpofition 


that can require tt. 


Ie is ¢his that renders the 
Crime of Adultery, fo  particu- 
larly heinous in Women. When 
a married Man commits it, he 
throws out #o Defiance to the 
World — for the World think 
too lightly of the Offence. He 
makes no Sacrifice of Charac- 
ter. A Man cannot fk to a 

F 4 Level 


74 On the Danger of 


Eevel with an Adultrels, z2// be 
bas forfaken his Poft in Battle. 
Courage is the male Point of 


Honour — Chaftity, the female. — 


By a Man’s committing Adul- 
tery he runs no Rifk of de- 
frauding his younger Brothers, 
and Relations, of that Rank, 
or Fortune, to which, in Fai- 
lure of his havine Imffue, they 
would have a Right. The Wo- 
man, vifes every thing — gives 
up every thing, She, therefore, 
whofe Appetite, and Paffions, 
are fo much her Miftrefs, as to 


force 
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force her thus fo ri/R—~thus to 
give up, every thing to fatisty 
her L—t— proves herfelf ready 
to do any thing, to which fhe 
can be prompted by her Paf- 
fions. It .is° for this- Redfon, 
that “* without Chaftity, Beauty 
“¢ is unlovely,” and Birth, . con- 
temptible. Our Women of Fa- 
fhion fhould be told, that when 
they f{werve from Virtue, the 
higher they have been raifed by 
Birth, the lower they fink be- 
neath the Level of Strand Strump- 
ets, In-as-much as the Sacri- 
fice, (which the Wretches of 

the 
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the Streets made, on deviating 
from Virtue, ) was fs  valua- 
ble — they in Proportion, proved 
themfelves the //s abandoned. 


The good Breeding, now in 
Fafhion, is ruining us. By 
it’s procuring from People of 
diftinguifhed Worth, and Ho- 
nour — the fame apparent Regard 
and Attention, #0 proflizate Cha- 
raéters that are paid to thofe 
whofe Lives are unexceptionable om 
the virtuous, and vicious — the 
refpectable, and abandoned are 
put on a Level. What an En- 


courage- 
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couragement to bad Characters! 
What a Difcouragement to the 
good!—Is xo Diftinction due 
to Merit? No mark of Difap- 
probation to the abandoned? — 
How can we wonder that pubs 
lic and private Virtue are turned 


out of Doors? 


We have every Symptom of 
a State running headlong to De- 
ftruction. The adventitious Gifts: 
of Fortune, are alone regarded 
—and, thus - REPUTATION 
is at NO PRICE. 


PART 
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PART true SECOND. 


Moe kc he ds 


On the Necefity of this Publica- 
tion, in Defence of female Viriue. 


UT though the Mode of 
female Education, and the 
Manners, now abfurdly in Fathion, 
have been found fuch fruitful 


Parents 
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Parents of Irreligion, Vice, and 
Impudence — yet their Operation 
on the Conduét of our Women, 
is weak —{fcarce worth mention- 
ing, when put in Competition with 
the Effects, that are produced 
by the abominable Cuftom of 
employing Men- Midwives. The 
former — breaking Ground at a 
Diftance — and by regular Ap- 
proaches winding it’s Way — dat- 
ters, and undermines the De- 
fences - - = - but the latter — 
SCALING THE WALLS AT 
ONCE, ftorms by a Coup de 
MAIN — and the CITADEL, 


alrecdy 


* 
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already IN THE HAND of the 
Enemy, is left entirely at bis 
DISCRETION. 


Really the Cuftom of employ- 
ing Men-Midwives, unneceffarily— 
is fo flagrantly in Breach of 


¢ 


Medefty and Delicacy * — ap- 
* It has become fo much the Fafhion 
to make Ufe of the Word Delicacy, when 


Modefly is intended to be exprefled by 
it — that Habit reconciles many, to the 


underftanding Delicacy in that Senfe, which 


it could by no means otherwife exprefs. 

Modefty, and Delicacy, mean two very 
different Things. To be immodef, is in- 
finitely more culpable, than to be cade- 
licate. Indelicacy, is much too gentle a 


“Word—and it dees not convey the proper 


pears 
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pears—fo ABANDONED on it’s 


very firft View —that if ic were 


Meaning. .A Woman may be :mmode/?, 
without being zadelicate—and fhe may be 
indelicate, without being immodeft. How, 
then, can Delicacy, be with Propriety fub- 
ftituted for, Modeffy? — It would be ix- 
delicate for a Woman to come down to 
Breakfaft, with her Night-Cap, and Bed- 
Gown on — but xot immodef. It would 
be indelicate for a Woman to talk of the 
Operations of Phyfic, in grofs Terms, be- 
fore Company—but wot immedef. It would 
be indelicate for a Woman to go to @ cer- 
tain Houfe in a Garden, before Men —~ 
but xot immodef?. On the other Hand, 
it would be immodeft for a Woman to 
admit, or take, indecent perfonal Liberties 
—but sot indelicate. A Woman is immo- 
deft, when fhe goes to Bed to a Man, 
who is not her Hufband — but zot iade- 
licate. There ere Acts, which are at the 
fame Time, Jot) indelicate and immodett. 


noe 
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not for the Safe, and EF- 
FRONTERY with which we fee 
it daily practifed by fo many 
Women — and the  aftonifhing 
Indifference with which we find © 
it permitted by their Hufbands 
= one would abfolutely think it 
as needlefs to ufe any Argu- 
ments to expofe it, as to write 
a Treatife to prove that Women 
The Liberties taken by a Man-Midwife, 
prior to Labour — are immodett, but x 
indelicate——but during Labour—dboth Mo- 
defly, and Delicacy, are at once violated.— 
Since the World has been {fo flrangely led 
by Fafhion, to mifapply Delicacy, for Jo- 
defty—it was neceflary I fhould explain 


the different Senfes, in which I fhall al- 
ways ufe thefe Words, 


who 


this Publication. 83 


who ‘commit Adultery, are not 
chafte ! 


The only Way we can cbari- 
tably account for the prevailing 
Cuftom is, by concluding that 
our Women are ignorant how 
much Modefty and Decency are 
violated during the Attendance 
of Men—and that they are de- 
ceived by an Idea that Men are 
fafeft. In Juftice to their Huf- 
bands, too, we muft fuppofe 
their feeming Indifference, pro- 
‘ceeds from the fame Caufes, Af- 
ter having cxce fubmitted to 

G the 
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the fhameful Violations, Women 
fubmit to them again, decaufe the 
Opinion of the peculiar Safety of 
Men, frill continues — and the 
Breach in Modefty having been 
already made, they feel the  lefs 
fhame from the Idea of a Re- 


petition. 


It is intended by the fol- 
lowing Pages, therefore, to con- 
vince modeft, Women, that ex- 
cept in very fingular Cafes, Men 
are not only unneceffary, but re- 
ally not fo fafe as experienced 
Women --~- and that the Prac- 


tice 
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tice is repugnant to every Idea 
of Modefty, Delicacy, and De- 
cency. Indulging ftrange Men in 
fuch Familiarities, infallibly blunt 
thofe fine Feelings, which are a 


firong Guard to Virtue. 


To thofe who are prejudiced, 
or have no Senfe of what is 
due to female Modefty—I fay 
nothing. There are People on 
whom Arguments are thrown 


away. I write not to the Winds. 


It will be faid by the Friends 
of the male Prattice, that * this 


G2 “ Is 
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“is not fit to be read by mo- 
Sudeits abV omens > They, shave 
nothing elfe to fay. It is their 
dernier Refort. Unable to de- 
fend their Practice, they have 
nothing for it, but, if poffible, 
to prevent, thefe Objections be- 
ing attended to. Thofe Gentle- 
-men and Ladies, whofe /upera- 
bundant Modefty may lead them 
to think this, unfit to be read 
by a modeft Woman in her 
Clofet — (only becaufe it endea- 
vours to paint fuch a Picture 
of the Practice, as. may induce 
her to refolve not to adopt it—) 

fhould 
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fhould recolleé&t that the Fea- 


tures of the original muft be 
diftorted, indeed—if only a faint 
Copy be thus difgufting. Their 
great Regard for Modefty, it 
feems, would lead them to fuf- 
fer a virtuous young Woman to 
precipitate herfelf into the moft 
immodeft, indelicate, dangerous 
Prattice—through ignorance of the 
Violations to which fhe muft fub- 
mit, and the Danger foe may 
run— rather than give her the 
neceflary Information of both, in 
the moft .decent Terms by which 
foe can be convinced of ber Er- 

G 3 ror, 
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vor, and faved from certain Pof- 


lution! — 


If a modeft Woman thinks 
a Man-Midwife, more fafe than 
a Woman— how can fhe be 
convinced of her Error, #f no 
one points out the Dangers ate 
tending their Praitice?— If we 
point out the Dangers attending 
their Practice, how is it poffible to 
avoid being explicit on thofe Heads, 
in which the Danger conjfifts?—lf 
a modeft Woman intends to em- 
ploy a Man-Midwife, becaufe fhe 
is ignorant of the grofs Viola- 


tions. 
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tions that enfue—how can fhe be 
diffuaded from her Purpofe, if 
no one places thofe Violations in a 
Sivtking Light? .We have no al- 
ternative, but either to point out 
the Dangers—and the Violations— 
an Colours that are likely to make 
an Imprefion—or fail in the Pur- 
pole for which we write ?—This 
Book, therefore, fo far from be- 
ing improper for modeft Women, 
is particularly neceffary for their 
Perufal—unlefs Parents and Hul- 
bands would rather wifh their 
Wives and Daughters to BE 
aftually polluted, (by the moft im- 

G4 modefe 


go On. the Neceffity of 


modeft Liberties and Familiarities,. 
of which Imagination can form’ 
an Idea——) than have _ thofe: 
Wives and Daughters diffuaded 
from employing a Man-Midwife, 
by being fhewn how wnneceffary 
he is——how much /efs fofe than. 
a Woman—and how repugnant. 


his Praétice, is,, to Modetty. 


If a Lady —by having inad- 
vertently ftrayed into a too re-. 
tired Spot, were on the Brink 
of being carried away by Men, 
who intended to Defile her the 
Moment fhe was in their Power 


--- and. 


this Publication. gt 


~--and if a Gentleman, who 
happened to be bathing not far 
off, flew inftantly to her Afiift. 
ance, and dy that Means re» 
feued ber from the impending Dan- 
ger— would that lLady’s Hut: 
band or Father, rather wifh 
that his Wife or Daughter had 
been aétually polluted by her Af- 
faulters — than faved from that 
Pollution by that Gentleman, 
merely becaufe he had not waited 
till be had put on thofe, Cloaths,. 
which. would have delayed him 
too long to have been iz Time 
to refcue ber? ——_—tJT fhall put — 


on 
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on every Garment that the Exi- 
eency of the Moment will per- 
mit — but I will not wait for 
fuch covering, as would render 


my Effort ufelefs. 


CHAP. 
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CE. Ae De! Ed, 


How very feldom a Man-~ Midwife: 


is neceffary. 


T has been allowed by the 
ableft Anatomifts, that La- 
bour is Nature’s Work. If the 
Affiftance of Men-Midwives were 
requifite, the World could never 
have been peopled. To fuppofe 
any 
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any more Art neceffary, than: 
what can be taught by Expe- 
rience — would be to arraign the 
Goodnefs and Wifdom of the 
Almighty. In England, the Cuf- 
tom of employing Men, is only 
of modern Date. It is but late- 
ly that our Women became fo 
depraved. .For the Honour of 
the female Character be it fpoken 
—even in London—in the midft 
of the reigning Depravity, there 
are .many Ladies of the | firft 
Rank, who employ Women— 
and fuch a Number have their 
own Sex to affift them, that En- 


courage 
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couragement is given for fome of 
the Profeffion to keep elegant 
Carriages. There are Women 
who make above 1000]. a year 
by their Practice. I have. no 
doubt but many Women are led 
to employ Men, through ‘Igno- 
rance that there are Midwives of 
fuch Eminence in London. Yet, 
even Eminence is not abfolutely 
neceflary — fince, if it were, 
what would become of the Mil- 
lions whofe Affifters are no other- 
wife qualified for the Employ- 
ment, than by the Knowledge 
which they derive from a little 


Expe- 
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Experience? —In fact, Experi- 
ence is the beft Inftructor. Art 
is too apt to encroach on Na- 
ture—and where the Province is 
Nature’s—for once that Art may 
be of Service, it will nine hun- 
dred Times do Mifchief. Even 
Doétor Smellie fays, that * * For 
<¢ further Tiluftration, and to in- 
“form young Practitioners that 
“¢ difficult Cafes do not frequent- 
“ely occur, “fuppofe, of three 
“¢ thoufand Women in one Town 


‘ or Village, one thoufand hall 


* Vol. I. Pages 199 and 200. 


be 
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“* be delivered in the Space of 
“ one Year, and im nine hun- 
“* dred and ninety of thefe Births, 
“ the Child fhall be born without 
“any other than common Af- 
“© fiftance.”? What is to be un- 
derftood by common Affiftance is 
obvious ---fuch Afliftance as one 
Country female Neighbour can 
afford another. And even of the 
remaining ten, the odds are great, 
that that there will not be one 


which requires the Crotchet * — 


A fharp Inftrument, ufed by Men- 
Midwives to &il a Child im the 
Womb, 


and 
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and that is the only Cafe, in 
which the manual Afiiftance of a 
Man, can be requifite, provided 
there be a Woman of Emi- 
nence employed... When an Ope- 
vation is to be performed — and 
that Operation is to be done, 
out of fight, indifputably a Man 
becomes necefflary, But even in 
this Cafe, it is not the Affift- 
ance of every common Apothe- 
ary, who chufes to write 
< Man-Midwife” over his Door, 
that will avail — it muft be 
fome fkilful Surgeon —or the 
Woman had better, and with in- 
finitely 
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finitely lefs Rifk, take her Chance, 
than be faved from immediate 
Death (and that far from cer- 
tain ) too probably only to have 
wretchednefs entailed on her, 
for a Year or two of a mife- 
rable Life. Dr. Smellie adds, 
in the next Page, that next 
“ Year, Jet us fuppofe another 
*¢ thoufand Women delivered ‘in 
“ the fame Place; mot above 
“* three, fix, or eight, foall want 
“ extracrdinary Affifiance;” and 
the extraordinary Affiftance requis 
fite for thefe three, fix, ‘or eight, 
out of the thoufand, is only 

Ei fuch, 
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fuch, as every Midwife of the 
leaft eminence, is qualified to 
afford. I know a ‘Lady who 
had as crofs a Labour as 
ever occurred — and, notwith- 
ftanding, was as fafely deli- 
vered, as fhe could have been 
by. the  firft .Man in Lon- 
don —fhe had only a common 
Midwife, in a Country ‘Town, 
two hundred Miles from London. 
If fhe had employed a Man, it 
is fifty to one the Child would 
‘ have been Crotcheted — that is 
murdered —and the Lady, moft 
probably, wounded or torn! — 

How 
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How can the Affiftance of Men, | 
be neceffary when even a Man- 
Midwife of fuch Eminence as 
Dr. Smellic, confeffes that in 
TWO THOUSAND Labours, 
there fhall only be TWENTY 
which require any other Affifiance 
than the Labour- Pains? Wow 
much | lefs, then, can the Af- 
fiftance of Men be neceflary, 
when, even eighteen of thofe 
twenty, are deerned laborious, only 
becaufe the Affftance of turning, 
and bringing by the Feet is re- 
quifite—which every Woman of 
Experience is as able to perform, 

H 2 as 
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as any Man in London? — 
There cannot be a greater Er- 
ror than that the Knowledge of 
Anatomy is neceffary for any 
Cafes, but that unhappy one 


in. many thoufands, where the 


~ Child .muft be killed in the 


Womb. Every Woman of Ex- 
perience muit know the Situation 
of the Parts in which fhe is to 
operate. They are fo plain, and 
obvious, (he cannot mifs ber way 
—and if the Child is to be 
turned—there needs no Knowledge 
of Anatomy to diftinguifh an 
Hand from a Foot—or an Head 


from 
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from any other part — by the 
feel. Her Road is fo plain be- 
fore her, that the cannot miftake 
it. An eminent Man-Midwife to 
my Knowledge, went much fur- 
ther in his Computation than 
Dr. ‘Smellie has done — for he. 
declared, after a Practice of thir 
ty-fix Years -—that he had never 
met with even a fingle Cafe, in 
which a Woman of Fxperience 
might not have done the Pufis 
nefs, .as well as he could. If 
know a Midwife, too, who. has 
rought above fix thoufand 
Children into the World, and 

H 3 never 
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never met with a Cafe, that re- 


quired a Man. 


And ‘are there. not Numbers 
of the Faculty, who have Wo- 
men to deliver their own Wives? 
~—-I could Name a Score. Is 
it to be fuppofed that they would. 
employ Women, if they thought 
Men fafeft? — Have they  lefs 
AffeCtion for their Wives, than 
other Men? or are they to be 
conceived uninformed on the fub- 
jet? — The Man-Midwife of 
ereateft Eminence in London, 

has a Brother, who is as Emi- 


nent 
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nent a Surgeon. The Wife of 


the latter, employs a Woman, 
Can we require further Proof 
that Men are unneceffary ? — 
Would it not be Time enough. 
to employ a Man, when the 
Cafe is found to be that ONE 
in many thoufands, that requires 
it ?—It has been fhewn that the 
moft celebrated Men- Midwives 
have computed, that out of two 
thoufand Labours, only twenty: 
fhall require more than common 
Affiftance— than what Right has: 
any Woiman to imagine that fhe 
is not to be among the one: 

H 4 thou- 
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thoufand nine hundred and eichty, 
of the two; thoufand ? — Yet, 
if, for Arguments fake, we were 
to let the Chances be equal, (in- 
{tead of nineteen hundred and eighty 
againit twenty) fhould not fe- 
male Modefty turn the Seale, in 
Favour of a Woman—Nay, if 
the Chances were even reverfed 
—-and inftead of being nineteen 
hundred and eighty—to twenty, 
that the labour Pains, unaffifted, 
will do the Bufinefs — we admit 
that it is nineteen hundred and 
eighty, to twenty, that a Man 
will be requifite —fhould not a 


modetft 
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modeft Woman be fatisfied with 
having a Man in waiting, ready 
—and rather take the Chance 
that fhe may be one of the 
twenty, in two thoufand, than 
pre-refolve on expofing her Per- 
fon, wantonly, in a fcandalous 
Manner, to a ftrange Man, be- 
fore fhe knows that her Cafe is 
to require it? — How much, 
then, do thofe Women deferve 
to be fhamed, and pointed 
at, in every Company — who, 
fetting all Decency at Defi- 
ance, pre-refolve to employ a 
Man though the Chances are 


uiaKny 


108 How very feldom, Se. ~ 


many  thoufands to one, that 
her Cafe will require only the 
Affiftance of an experienced Wo. 


man? 


CHAP. 
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© Th. 4 hen die 


Men-Midwives — where unneceffary 
— noi fo fafe as Women, 


WISH to be always un-- 
derftood to be arguins, only 
againft the wunnecefaiy Lmploye 
ment of a Man-Midwife. There 
are particular Situations, in which 
a Woman may be taken in the 
Coun- 
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Country, in the laft Months. of 
Pregnancy —which—zf no Wo-. 
man of Eminence be at Hand—in- 
difputably require the Affiftance 
of a Man—if a Man be near, 
whofe Charatter for Humanity, and 
Prudence— as well as for Skill in 
his Profeffion 1s unqueftionable ---- 
but if only a common Country 
Man-Midwife, be within Diftance 
— the Lady had infinitely better 
truf{ to Nature, and take her 
Chance, than rifque being ruined 
by an ignorant Pretender to 
Knowledge, Or—if unhappily, 
a Cafe in many thoufand, fhould 

be 
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be the Woman’s Lot — shen — 
though the moft eminent Midwife 
in the Kingdom, were prefent, I 
would be the firft to advife 
fending for a Man. In thefe 
Cafes, every Objection is obviated, 
No Modefty is violated. But 
when Men are wmnneceffary, they 
frequently do Mifchief, which an 


experienced Woman would avoid. 


Tt is impofible in the very 
Nature of Things, that a Man 
can be as cool as a Woman. 
His Sex renders it impoffible, 
To imagine otherwife, is either 

to 
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to be very little acquainted with 
the Nature, and Feelings of a 
Man — or very ignorant of what 
paffes on fuch Occafions. Let 
fome Men ~- Midwives pretend 
what they will, certain Freedoms 
mutt produce certain Confequences 
— till the Nature of Things 
change — and zatural Caufes ceafe 
to produce zatural Effetis. 1 
fpeak of that Circumftance, in 
this Chapter, only as it may af- 
fect the Woman’s j/afely. 


If a Woman lay in imminent 
‘Danger, indeed — owing to her 


being 
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being unhappily one of the very 


few who require a Man-Midwife 


— then the Man’s Thoughts — 
unlefs he were worfe than human, 
would be fo entirely engroffed 
by the poor Woman’s_ great 
Danger, as to leave no Time— 
no Vacancy, for other Ideas to 
enter. In thofe numberlefs Cafes, 
on the contrary, where an ex- 
perienced Woman is fufficient, it 
is impoffible but that a Man’s 
Thoughts muft rove, while every. 
Part of a pretty Woman is ex- 


pofed to his uncontrouled Free- 


_doms—and he knows at the fame 


Time 
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Time that foe is in no Danger— 


and that a Woman could have 
done as well, if bis fair Patient 
bed kad Modefty enough to induce 


ber to employ one. 


But Men - Midwives, in ge- 
neral, * pretend that the Situa- 
tion in which Women then are, 
prevents the Difference of their Sen 


being capable of producing i2’s 


* There are many, however who have 
been honeft enough to confefs that they 
have been inflamed to the higheft De- 
sree poflible. The Thing fpeaks itfelf. 
Decency will not permit me to relate 


the Effeé that has been produced by it. 


natural 
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natural Effects on their Thoughts 
and Paffions. They pretend, too, 
that the Number of Women 
who pafs through their Hands, 


tends likewife to render them 
infenfible, 


Now — with refpect to the 
firft-— the Pretence can impofe 
on none who are the leaft in- 
formed on the Subject, Women 
are very frequently in what may 
be termed Labour, for a Day or 
two before the Birth, and per- 
haps more—and yet, notwith- 


J ftanding, 
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{tanding, are well enough to 
walk about — fir at Table with 
Company — in every refpect the 
fame as to their Perfons, as they 
were before the Midwife was 
fent for, Nay—2in almoft every 
Cafe, they have Pains for fome 
Hours, that render it neceflary 
to have their Affiftant with them, 
to be ready, (not knowing the 
Inftant when the Labour may 
come on in earneft—) at the 
fame Time that they are not in 
that Kind of Labour, that can 
render their Perfons lefs capable 

Aa 
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of exciting natural Senfations, in 


one of a different Sex. * 


And with regard to the Pre- 
tence, that the Number of Wo- 
men with whom they take Liber- 
ties, prevents their being affected 
by them—this is as abfurd as 


* If otherwife, how came it that a Mans 
Midwife of great Praétice in this Town, 
examined a Woman of Fafhion, Jy she 
Jouch, and yet thought her Labour foe 
diftant, that he left her—and the Child 
was born, notwithitanding, defore the Doc- 
tor’s Carriage bad driven five Minutes 
From the Door? The Dodtor was 
fent after— but not found, ’till an Hour 
after the Birth! —— What a Situation 


for a Woman to be in, for an Hour! 


Lz the 


+ 
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the other — fince if taking Li- 
berties with a great Number of 
Women, prevents their produc- 
ing natural Effetts, the wild 
young Men of London would not 
live .as they do. It is the very 
Variety that makes the Number 


of no Confequence. Every new 


— — She was zz Labour, when the 
Doctor touched her—but fo little did 
Things appear to him in that State, that, 
he left her. This proves that a Woman 
may be—and generally is—in fuch La- 
bour as*to require the Prefence of her 
Affifter, for Hours prior to the Birth — 
though fhe may not be, and feldom is, in 
a Situation that can counteract the na- 
tural Feelings of a male Affiftant. 


Woman. 
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Woman, raifes a new Idea. Does 
a Man’s being called a Doctor 
— and his perhaps wearing a 
great Wig — alter that Nature 
which he received from God? 
— Tf be be in Health, can he go 
to a pretty young Woman of 
Fafhion, and proceed immedi- 
ately to take what Freedoms he 
pleafes — and yet remain as un- 
moved as if he. were handling 
a Block of Marble?! ----- - 
She is now and then in Pain, 
it is true — but fhe has Inter- 
vals — and can he help /eeing 
the Perfon with whom he is fo 


I 2 free 
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free— can he help thinking who 
foe is—and what he is about? 
— A Man-Midwife is not a 
Piece of Wood! The Doéfor 
does not diveft him of the Man. 
But can any Perfon be fimple 
enough to imagine otherwife?!— 
—have not too many Midwife 
Doctors’ been dete&ted in crim. 
con, with their, favourite Ladies, 
to render Argument on this 
Head neceflary?— Was not Doc- 
tor Morley, the famous Man- 
Midwife of his Day, detected 


with Mrs. Biker? — Have not 
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But do we want Inftances that 
Men-Midwives have the Senfas 


tions #atural to their Sex? 


“<¢ But ” it will be faid, ** what 
“‘ fionifies their Feelings? How 
“can their Paffions being in- 
‘flamed, endanger a Woman’s 
“Safety?” —- It leads them to 


handle, unneceffarily — under Pre- 


tence of dilating the Paffage. It 


leads them to ufe fo much Fric- 
tion, prior to Delivery, that the 
Parts are pre difpofed to inflame, 
Ic cannot be wondered if the 
oreat Diftention that attends the 


. 14 Birth 


ha 
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Birth, produces an Inflammation 
in Parts that have been DIGI- 
TATED, perhaps for Hours. * 
Digitation will certainly dilate for 


* Smellie, Vol. i. Page 261," The os 
‘“externum ” (Entrance of the Vagina} 
‘* muft be gradually opened dy introducing 
6 the Fingers one after another, in Form 
“of a Cone, after they have lubricated 
‘swith Pomatum, moving and turning 
‘* them in a femicircular Motion, as they 
*¢ gre PUSHED UP. If the Head is fo 
‘¢low down that the HAND caznot be 
‘6 introduced HIGH UP im this Form, let 
‘6 the Parts be dilated by the Fingers 
‘*turned in the Direction of the Coc- 
* cyaty . Bcc. gets “ites Muft not this 
unnatural Friction inflame, and excoriate 


Parts of exquifite Senfibility — and ren- 
der the Diftention afterwards, apt to occa- 


: the 


a a 
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the Time—but as it muft in- 
flame, in a greater, or lefs De- 
gree — it abfolutely zudifpofes the 


Parts for the necefiary Dyftention 


That. there is 


fion an Inflammation ? 


‘Danger of this, is proved by the follow- 


ing Extract. Vol. I. Page 225—Smellie. 
«* Alfo in lingering Cafes, when the 
‘© Woman is weak, the Head large, or 
‘the Pelvis narrow, you may affift the 
‘¢ Delivery by gently ftretching both the 
‘© os externum and internum ” (the out- 
fide Entrance, and Mouth of the Womb} 
‘¢with your Fingers, in Time of the 
*¢ Pains, which will encreafe the fame, 
“¢ as well as dilate; but this is only to be 
«¢ done when abfolutely neceflary, and with 
“* Caution, for fear of INFLAMING 
** and LACERATING the Parts ’”— 
by which, many Women of -Fafhion, 


— and 
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— and thus counterafis the very 


Purpofe of the Friction. Nature 


never intended that Women 
fhould be thus f¢eized, and fid- 
dled with, while fhe is difpofing 
every thing by gentle, Degrees, 
for the wonderful At, which 


lofe their Lives! — What Folly is it to 
run fuch a Rifk, when, by fupporting 
with Broth, Reft, and Laudanum—the 
lingering Labour would be found to be 
Rindly intended to dilate, by gentle Degrees, 
Parts that could not, without Danger, in 
her particular Situation, be more fudden- 
ly diftended, without Hazard. The med- 
ling Man-Midwife, too often pretends to 
direct Nature! The foolifh Woman, who 
needlefsly employs him, often fuffers by it, 


foe 
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foe knows beft how to perform 
Every Pain has it’s Office. In- 
terference, retards it’s Effect. 
Men are every Way improper 
on fuch Occafions. They are as 
unfit to handle an Infant, as do 
digitate is Mother. A Woman 
knows by Experience, the Tender 
nefs, and Senfibility of the 
Parts—fhe therefore has a Sym- 
pathy, and fellow-Feeling for her 
Sex, of which a Man, by his 
very Sex, is incapable. A, Wo- 


man, is w#aturally qualified for 


‘that Office — for which, a Man, 


is as naturally incapacitated. In 


eenerak 
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general, the Hands of Women, 
are {mall foft, delicate - - - - the 
Hands of. Men, large, hard, 
coarfe. The very Name, demon- 
ftrates that their Office is un- 
natural MAN-Mid-WIFE — 
is a Contradiction in Terms! - 
It is a manifeft Abfurdity !— 
What can be more ridiculous >— 
It implies a Thing, that is _nei- 
ther a “ Man,” nor a “* Wife,” 
but is * MID” both! ----- 
“MAN ---- mid---- WIFE, ” 
muft confequently be a Monfter 


in Nature!!! 


But 
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But if there were no other 
Objection againft Men, their un- 
fortunate Knowledge of Inftru-. 
ments, fhould be deemed fuffici- 
ent. Men, know how to bhaften 
the Birth — nay—to force it — 
and this unhappy Knowledge, too 
frequently tempts them to hurry 
Matters —by which they often 
do great Mifchief —and fome- 
times, irreparable. To convince 
People who chufe to be at the 
Trouble of making Ufe of their 
Senfes, I fhall prefent them with 
a few Extracts from the Fourth 
Edition of Doctor Smellie’s Trea- 


tife 
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tife on the Theory and Practice 


cf Midwifery. He was one of 
the moft eminent Men-Midwives 
in ‘Town, about twenty or thirty 
Years ego. When the Reader 
has finifhed thefe Extracts, he 
will judge of the Mifchief that 
muft have been done by Men 
--and whether it is poflible that 
Women can be fo fafe in the 
Hands of Men, as in thofe of 


their own Sex. 


Page 259, Vol. l——< Even 
‘¢ in thefe Cafes, indeed, the laft 
ss Fillet, or a long Pair of For- 


sf eps, 


— ae = ae - 


a” ie 
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“ ceps, may take fuch firm 
“hold, that with great Force, 
“ and the ftrong Purchafe, the 
“ Head will be delivered: but 
*¢ fuch Violence is commonly fatal 
“< to the Woman, by caufing fuch 
“* an Inflammation, and, perhaps, 
** LACERATION of the Wo- 
“<< man, as is attended with More 


“° tification. ” 


Vol. Il, Page 462. « As 
““ the Refiftance was great, I gra- 
“ dually encreafed the Force, and 


“ though the Forceps flipped 
“ feveral Times, I at laft deli- 


“ vered 
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24 


ce 


vered the Head, by grafpine 
the Handles more firmly, and 
pulling up towards the Pubis. | 
But the Perineum * was torn 
by the fudden Delivery, becaufe 
I did not then know how to 
make the proper Turns, and 


proceed in the flow and cauti- 


ous Manner which I have fince 


adopted. The Child’s Head 
was fqueezed into a longitudinal 
Form, flattened on the Sides, with 
a deep Impreffion on the Cranium 


above the Ears; and from an 


* The Partition, between the Paffage 
) ay 


of the Birth—and the Anus. 


Inden- 


no 
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“° Indentation on the os frontis, by a 
“ Blade of the Forceps, which 


“had been fixed on that and 


“ the Occiput, I difcovered that 
the Ears . were, “not” to* “ithe 
“ Sides, as I had imagined. ” 
Only think of putting up uch 
an Infirument, (and in the Dark 
too! ) into fuch a Place--- then 
fixing it to the unformed Scull 
of an unborn Infani--- « orafp- 
“ing” it (the Inftrument ) &rm- 
“ly * — and then pulling with 
“* encreafed force” ! (res ~- Think, 
too, of the great Danger of 
enclofing Jome Part of the Woman 

K in 


- 
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ie (tee rCeDEs ot. ane.” . Tan 
they clafp the Child’s Head!!! 
w-7-- How ealfily, thus in the 
Dark, might fuch an Accident 
happen ! aig © many Inju- 
ries have been done by Men, to 
the infides of Wombs! ----= 
Heavens! The Idea makes ones 


Flefh creep with Horror ! 


Vol. I. Page 255. —— “* The 
“« Difadvantage attending all Fr/- 
“* Jets,* is the Difficulty in -in- 


“ troducing and fixing them: 


* Another Method of pulling Children 
eut of the Womb, 


s¢ and 


ce 
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and though this laf is eafier 


applied than the others; yet 
when the Vertex prefents, the 
Child’s Chin is fo prefied to 
the Breaft, that it is often 
impracticable to infinuate the’ 
Fillet between them, and» if? 
it is fixed upon the Face or 
hind head, it frequently flips 
of, in pulling: but, granting 
it commodioufly fixed, when 
the Head is large, or the 
Pelvis’ narrow, fo. we are ab- 


liged to pull. with great Force, 


“THE FILLET WILL GALL, 
“und ever CUT TO TH™ 


K 2 < VERY 
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“VERY DONE, aad uif co tbe 
Child COMES ONT SON A 
“ SUDDEN, i confequence of vio- 
“¢ Jent pulling,” (gracious God! 
what an horrid Idea!) * the ex- 
‘* ternal Parts of the Woman are 
“in Danger of SUDDEN LA- 
“ CERATION.” Such is the 
Danger — and fuch the Ufe of, 
the Fillet. 


Vol, II. Pages 465 and 466.— 
““ After he had fixed thefe pro- 
“‘ perly” (the Forceps) ‘* he tried 
“‘ feveral times, in vain, to bring 
“the Head lower. Finding how- 


“ ever 
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“ever that the Forceps did not 
“flip, but kept a firm hold, he 
*< refolved to try and make one 
«¢ Effort more, and after pulling 
“ with all bis Strength, and mov- 
“ing the Handles of the For- 
“ ceps over the Pubis, he got 
“ the Head delivered; yet mot 
« without bending backwards that 

“* Blade of the Forceps, that was 
© next to the Pubis. She was 
“¢ delivered of a dead’ Child 


« about Noon.” It would have 
been a Miracle had it been alive! 
The Woman “expired the next 
* Morne! ” —' Think ‘of, a 


K 3 {trong 
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ftrong Man’s pulling with all bis 
Strength, with a pair of Forceps 
introduced far out of fight, and 
fixed to an Infant’s tender Head" 
~emee - Now hear Dr, Smellie’s 
Anfwer to his former Pupil, the 
Man-Midwife, who had informed 
him of this Brutality. — 


“Sir—I_ received yours of 
* July the 16th—which I ought 
‘““to have anfwered before this 
“time: fince you attended me, 
“I contrived the laft Forceps 
*‘ with fhorter Handles, on pur- 
‘*pofe that too great Force 


- might 
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“might not be ufed. No doubt, 
“7 fhould perbaps have been 
“tempted even to ufe as great 
“< Force as you did when there was 
“fo good a Holds but yet you 
“may confder HOW MUCH 
“THE SOFT PARTS OF A 
“ WOMAN MUST SUFFER, 
“BY THE BENDING § 50 
“STRONG AN — INSTRU- 
“MENT AGAINST THEM, 
“AS. THE. BRABE YOu 
“SENT ME.” 


I take for granted I need in- 
ftance no more Cafes, to con- 


K4 vince 
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vince an unprejudiced Reader of 
the Danger of thefe abominable 
Forceps. Their very Nature, not 
only enables a Man—but in the 
Language of Doctor Smellie, 
jempts him to exert his Force, 
Iinconfiftent with Safety. Hands, 
are the beft, and moft natural 
Inftruments. Is a Child to be 
torn thus from the Womb?!--- 
Horrible Idea !— Satisfied that I 
have tranfcribed enough to con- 
vince any reafonable Perfon of the 
Danger of Inftruments, I hall 
fhock my Readers with no more 
fuch inhuman Relationsbut_ re- 


fer 
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fer whoever can remain uncon- 
vinced, to Dr. Smellie’s two Vo- 


lumes. 


If it be faid that thefe Paffages 
fhould not be read by Women, 
becaufe they will frighten them— 
I anfwer, that there is no. occa- 
fion for their being read by thofe 
Women who do uot intend ta em- 
ploy a Man-Midwife, wantonly, be- 
fore they know that their Cafe is 
one of many thoufonds. But if a 
Woman does intend to employ_a 
Man, notwithftanding the Cuftem 
is fo indecent, and unnatural—zt is 


better 
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better fhe fhould be frightened, by 
reading this Book — than rifk being 
injured, perbaps irreparably, in Parts 
of the moft, exquifite Senfibility. 


As it may be urged that “ For- 
“ceps are never ufed, but in 
“Cafes of Emergency ”?—the fol- 
lowing Tranfcript will thew the 
contrary — fince Dr. Smeliie di- 
rects the Ufe of them, even 
when the Labour is natural, by 


the Head’s prefenting fair. 


“* When 
“the Head prefents fair, with 
“the 


Vol. I. Page 265, 
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“the Forehead to the Sacrum, 
“he Occiput to the Pubis, and 
“the Ears to the Pelvis, or a 
“little diagonal; in this Cafe, 
““the Head is commonly pretty 
“ well advanced in the Bafin, 
“and the Operator {eldom mif- 
‘‘-carries in the Ufe of the For- 
“‘ceps. Things being thus fitu- 
““ated, let the Patient be. laid 
“on ber back, ber Head and 
“* Shoulders being fomewhat raifed, 
“and ithe Br** ch advanced a 
“‘ fittle over the Side or Foot of 
“the Bed; while the Afffiants 
“fitting on each fide, fupport her 


Lee, 
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“Legs, at the fame Time, keep- 
“ing ber knees duly feparated and 
“< railed up to the Belly, and her 
“lower Parts always covered — 
“© with the Bed Cloaths, that fhe 
“may not be apt to catch Cold. 
“ Thefe Precautions being taken, 
“let the Operator place himfelf 
“on a low Chair, and having. 
“lubricated with Pomatum the 
*¢ Blades of the Forceps, and 
“alfo his right Hand and Fin- 
“pers, flide firft the Hand gently 
“into the Vagina *, pufbing it 
“° aloug in a flatiened Form, be- 
* The Pafage for the Birth. 


** tween 
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“tween that and the Child’s 
“ Head, antil the Fingers have 
“ palfed the os internum; then, 
“with his other Hand, let him 
“ take one of the Blades of the 
“¢ Forceps from the Place where 
“‘ it was depofited, and introduce 
“it betwixt his right Hand 
‘© and the Head; if the. Point or 
“Extremity of it fhould ftick at 
“the Ear, let it be flipt back. 
“‘ wards a little, and then euid- 
“ed forwards with a flow and 
“ deliberate Motion: when it 
** fhall have paffed the os uteri” 
(Neck of the Womb ) “ let it be 


‘“¢ advanced 
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*‘ advanced ftill farther up, until 
“the refk at which the Blades 
*¢ lock into each other, be clofe to 
_* the lower Part of the Head, or 
“at leafe within an Inch thereof. 
‘S—-inaving in this Manner 
introduced one Blade, let him 
“‘ withdraw his right Hand, and 
‘S infinuate his left in the fame 
“ Direction, along the other fide 
“of the Head, until his Fingers 
 fhall have pafied the os inter- 
“num; ( Mouth of the Womb) 
“then taking out the other 
de from the Place of CON- 
rks ee with the Hand 

‘¢ that 


, 
1 
; 
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“that is difengaged, let it be 


“applied to the other fide of 


“the Child’s Head, by the fame 


“© Means employed in introduc- 
ing the finfts; then ‘the left 
“ Fjand muft be withdrawn, and’ 
‘‘the Head being embraced be- 
“‘ tween the Blades, let them be 
“‘ locked in each other. Having 
“thus fecured them, he mutt 
“take a firm Hold with BOTH 
“© Hands, and when the Pain 


“comes on, begin to turn the 


“*« Head from Side to Side, conti- 
“nuing this Operation during 
“every Pain, until the. Vertex 


cc appears 
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‘appears through the os exter- 
“num, and the Neck of the 
“Child-?can.. be fele with othe 
‘* Finger, below the os Pubis; 
“at which Time, the -Forehead 
““ pufhes out the Perinzum like 
‘Ca large Tumour: then let him 
“ ftand up, and raifing the Han- 
“* dles of the Forceps, PULL the 
““Hfead upwards alfo, and the 
** Forehead being turned half 
“round upwards, the Perinzum 
“and the lower Parts of the os 


2 


“externum, ” (the Entrance of 
‘the Vagina ) “may not be tore.” 
Here we find that Nothing is 


left 
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left to Nature! An Operation, 
—which ought to be entirely her 
own=-is taken quite out of ber 
Hands — and put into thofe of 
a Man — who interrupts her in 
her Bufinefs, with Infiruments out 
of Sight !----- And this, too, 
we have found, even “ when the 


% Head prefents fair!”—Can we 


. conceive this long Operation. car- 


rying on, i the Dark, without 
trembling for the Woman, who 
lies expofed to fuch rough Hand- 
ling with Iron Forceps?! — A 
Woman, on the contrary — hap- 
pily ignorant of thefe Methods to 

L tear 
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tear Children from the Womb— 
and fenfible of the Pains of La- 
- bour — prefumes not to turn Na- 
ture out of it’s Courfe, but pa- 
tiently waits the Moment when 
the is to affift, not with Blades of 
Steel, but. Hands which inform 
ber what foe touches, and what 
fhe 1s about ? 


, But it’ may be faid that the 
Friends. can always obferve when 
Inftruments are going to be ufed 
—and can prevent it. The 
following Tranfcript proves the 
contrary. 

Vol. 
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Vol. I. -Page 264.———“ The 


“ Woman being laid in a right 
“¢ Pofition for the Application of 
“the Forceps, be Blades ought 
“to be PRIVATELY conveyed 
“6 between the Feather -Bed and 
“the Cleoaths, at a {mall .Dif- 
“tance from one. another, or on 
“each Side of the Patient: that 
“‘ this Conveyance may. be the 
“more eafily effected, the Legs 
“of the Inftrument ought to de 
“Rept ia the Operator’s Side 
“ Pockets. “Thus provided, when 
“‘he fits down to deliver, let him 
“‘fpread tne Sheet that hangs 


L2 “ over 
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“ over the Bed, upon his Lap, 
“and under that Cover, take out 
“and difpofe the Blades on each 
Side of the Patient; by which 
“Means he will often be able 
“to deliver with the Forceps, 
“without their being perceived 
“ by the Woman herfelf, or any 
“of the Affiftants. ” 


If it be faid, that though IJIn- 
ftruments can thus be concealed, 
yet there are a few who have 
entirely laid them afide — and 
that, therefore, their Practice is 
not liable to thefe Objections — 

| : I an- 
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I anfwer, that thofe who never 
ufe Inftruments, bear a very {mall 
Proportion to the Numbers who 
do. Befides, if they do not ufe 
Inftruments, yet they all digitate, 
by way of dilating the Paflagze— 
and the Danger of excoriating, or 
inflaming the Parts, by unneceffary, 
unnatural Friction, is of itfelf fuf- 
ficient to render their Practice 
not fo fafe as that of  experi- 


enced Women, 


But fuppofe we were even to 
grant that there may be fome 
few Men, who neither digitate, 


53 nor - 
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nor vufe Infiruments*------- 
what follows? — Why all that 
can be°drawn from it, is, that 


there are fome few Men who are 
AS SAFE as Women! —— In 


* T believe that Doétor Hunter never 
ufes Inftruments — for I have heard that 
he ftrongly condemns the Ufe of the For- 
ceps, in particular—and that he incul- 
cates, that Labour 7s Nature’s Work. This 
is greatly to his Honour, and he cannot 
be too much praifed for it. I have fo 
high an Opinion of his Knowledge — 
Skill — Humanity — and Tendernefs — 
that I cannot declare my Conviction that 
Men-Midwives are not fo fafe as Women 
—without particularly excepting Dostor 
Hunter from the general Rule. I make 
no Doubt but that there may be fome 
few others, whofe Pratticé is equally fafe, 


Cafes. 


| 
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Cafes where there is no Danger, 
their Excellence confifts, in att- 
ing, like an experienced Woman. 
May I not, then, beg leave to 
afk,, why a modeft Woman 
might not as well employ her 
own Sex, at firft, ( till her Cafe 
has been found to be One in 
many Thoufands) as wantonly 
pre-refolue to have a Man, whe- 
ther nectffary, or ‘not — though 
that Man is to be applauded, 
and deemed fafe, only in Propor- 
tion as be is known to a like 


a Woman of Eminence ? 


L 4 CHAP. 
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is ae, BY. 


Men-Midwives violate Modefly = 


and endanger Virtue. 


E have found, that except 
in very extraordinary Cafes, 
the manual Affiflance of a Man- 
Midwife is unneceffary — and that 
his Digitation, and Inftruments, ren« 
der his Practice frequently produc- 


tive 
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tive of Mifchief. We are now to 
examine whether his Familiarities 
are confiftent with Mocdefty—De- 
licacy — Decency —---and whe- 
ther Confequences are not likely 
to refult from them, deftructive 
of the Peace of Families — and 


fatal to Virtue. 


There are many People who 
ignorantly imagine, that when 
Women are in Labour, their 
fituation is fuch, as to render 
them infenfible to every Thing, 
but their Pain, It is to this Jg- 
norance, that I in a great Mea- 


fure 
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fure attribute the Eafe with 
which xew-married Women re- 
concile their Minds to the Idea 
of having a Man-Midwife — and 
the Indifference with which 
their Hufbands acquiefce in their 
Choice. It is therefore necefiary 
that both fhould be undeceived. 


When thofe regular Pains that 
indicate approaching Labour, come 
on—the Affifter muft neceflarily 
be fent for, as it is impoffible 
to know the Moment of the 
Birth, When the Perfon arrives 
who is to aflift, an Examination 


mutt 
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muft be made by the Touch, to 
know whether the Head prefents 
fair. If the Examiner be a Wo- 
man, fhe will be fatisGed with 
knowing that all is right —and 
- will patiently wait near her, to be 
ready to affift when the Birth 
approaches --- but if the Affifter 
be a Man, his Examinations will 
be frequent, in order to digitate 
with Pomatum, under the’ Idea 


of dilating the Paffage. 


In this Situation the Woman 
may be, from one, two, or three 
— to five, ten, twelve Hours, 


or 
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or more-—and if we except thofe 
Moments, during which fhe is 
under her periodical Pains, fhe 
is juft as well as before the La- 
bour feized ber. 1 know a Lady, 
who has often been for twelve 
Hours, fo much in Labour, (in 
Pain, every eight, or ten Mi- 
nutes ) that the Midwife could not 
have ventured to leave the Houfe 
for a Moment— and yet, fo litle 
in a Situation to prevent ber at- 
tending to every Thing around ber, 
that fhe came down Stairs, to 
Dinner — to Tea—eand to Sup- 
per—fat at the Head of her own 

Table, 


Oe eee 
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Table, with fome Friends —= and 


was delivered before Bed Time. 


Now will any Perfon of the 
leaft feeling for female Modefty, 
fay, that it is not grofsly violated 
by a ftrange Man’s being the 
Attendant of a Woman, for 
Hours--- handling her, where- 
ever be pleafes, and for as long as 
be pleafes — during Moments, 
when fhe is in a Situation to 
be as fenfible of the Violations, 
as at any Period of her Life ?—. 
After the Birth, fhe muft be 
expofed to this Man’s View, 


too —" 
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too—as well as Touch —, if be 
pleafes *, while difengaging the 
Child, binding her round — and 
preparing her for Bed. 


I repeat. it, does the Man’s 


eing called, Doéfor — render thofe 


* And there are of thefe Men, who, do 
pleafe. And — ftrange Inconfiftency ! there 
are Ladies who fubmit to all thefe fean- 
dalous Expofures, with furprizing Effron- 
tery — whofe Modcfy, notwithftanding, 
would, I make no Doubt, be quite fhock- 
ed, if, on getting off their Horfe, or 
out of then Carriage, their Petticoats 
fluck, and difcovered their Knee! - - .- - 
What a Farce !— They would pretend to 
be afhamed. to fhew their Zegs— and yet 
feel no Shame on fhewing their ***** {Tt 


Liberties 
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Liberties — thofe Expofures — the » 
lefs Indecent ? — Does. it obliterate 
the Idea in her Breaft —does it 
obliterate the Idea in Azs — that 
‘fhe is, a Woman —and that he 
is, a Man?—Can it remove 
thofe natural Senfations, to which 
it is no more in our Power to 
be infenfible, than to add to. our 
~ Height ? 


And even though for Argu- 
ment’s Sake, we were to grant, 
that no natural Senfations are 
excited, at the Time — will it be 
faid that there is a Poffibility to 


prevent 
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prevent Recolleftion, afterwards ? 
When the Lady is recovered, can 
le look at her, without remem- 
bering ber Perfin, and the Liber- 
ties foe permitted him to take with 
it ?2—Can fhe fee him — without 
being confcious that be KNOWS 
her too intimately ?2—Has not that 
Gentleman, then, a great many 
Advantages, of which, if he 
pleafes, he may avail himfelf >— 
Has not the Jce, that might have 
obftructed his Way — not only 
been broken, but melted 2 — With 
kim, fhe may violate Virtue, in- 
deed — but, with him, fhe can- 


not 


“and endauger Virtue. 163 


not violate Modefy. Modefty, 
has already been facrificed between 
them ----- the Victim has been 
confumed—and ifs Smoke has been 
cifipated by the Winds! 


But this — though Heaven 
knows it is enough! is very far 
from being all. The Women 
who employ Men, receive Vifits 
from them, at leaft during the 
laft Fortnight, if not the laft 
Month — and for the Month af- 
ter Delivery. Nay— nine, out 
of ten of them, either go to 
their Midwife-Doctor, er fend for 

M him — 
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him — fome, at fix Weeks after 
the fuppofed Conception — others, 
at two Months — three, four, 
five, fix, or feven— to be in- 
formed if they are with Child? 
How far gone? Whether the 
Child lies right? Or if they 
are in Danger of mifcarrying ? 
or, from various Motives, beft 
known to them, and their “dear 
** Doctors ! ” 


Nothing is more common than 
for fome of thefe Gentlemen to 
be vifited by ° feveral Ladies in 
a Day, to be /atisfed on thefe 
, | 7 Heads. 


—————————— eh ae a. = 
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Heads. A particular Friend of 


mine, (who is a good deal in © 


Company with a Man-Midwife 
of great Practice ) happened to 
be at a Doétor’s Houle, one 
Evening, when no lefs than fix 


Women of Fafhion came in Chairs 


during the Courfe of it—to be 


informed whether they had fuf- 
tained any Injury by a Fright — 
occafioned by a high Wind. . 
The Ladies were attended,- one 
by one, in the Doétor’s examin- 


ing Room*—-where it is to be 


* The Rooms allotted for thefe curious 
Inveftigations, are generally backwards — 


M 2 fup- 
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fuppofed he adminiftered all the 
Comfort, that /fuch a Number 
coming upon him at once, enabled 
him. One of the Ladies Cafes, 
however, appeared to him, to re- 
quire more Attention, and Con/ola- 
tion, than the reft—for he re- 


mained with her much _ longer 


or up ftairs, where they cannot be over- 
looked — but if they happen to be for- 
wards, and on the ground Floor, they 
are always properly obfcured by high 
Blinds — and the Curtain hangs half way 
down, if necefflary. The room is thus 
light enough to enable the Examiner to 
fee the pretty Woman, whofe Privacies 
are the Subject of his Inquiries — and 
yet the ferious Pair are as much concealed 
as if they were in Darknefs, 


than 
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than he had done with the others. 
At another Time, a Lady came 
twenty Miles from Town, to a 
Friends Houfe in London, to be 
informed by the fame Doctor, 
whether fhe was with Child. 
the Doctor happened to be very 
bufy when he was informed of it. 
It was defired that the Lady 
might go to Bed—and that the 
Doctor would be with her, in an 
Hour. The Lady obeyed — 
though in broad Day-light. The 
Doctor, in proper Time attended 
her in her Bed-Chamber — made 
the necejfary Examination - - - after 

M 3 which 
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which, the Lady was quite fatif- 


fied. She was, however, ‘not with 
Child — then — and, ( what is 
more extraordinary ) bas not been 
fince ! 


Can a Man of any. Politenefs, 
or even common Civility — pay 
fo ill a Compliment to a pretty 
Woman, ( who has been pleafed 
to indulge him with Liberty to 
be intimately acquainted with all 
her fecret Beauties—) as to feem 
perfectly indifferent while ranging 
over. them~-- infenfible to what 
-woukl tempt an Anchorite? — 


am Can 


~~ a on! oe 
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——— Can he help admiring thofe 
Charms which are waveiled to him, 
though hidden to the World ?>— 
What an Opportunity for Excla- 
mation! What Subject for Rap- 
ture! ----- -How much may a 
Man find to /ay on fuch an Oc- 
cafione ---and yet he can /ay 
fifty Times as much----- with- 


out fpeaking a Word!----Can 


the Lady be offended if he dweil, 


on what fhe is fenfible would 


warm, even under the frozen 


Pole * ? 


* What Bufinefs has a Man-Midwife— 
any more than a Phyfician —to attend 


M 4 But 
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But let us confider this abo- 
minable Praétice in another Laight. 
Do not thefe very indecent 
Familiarities with a Woman’s 
Perfon — and repeated Admil- 
fion to her Dreffing - Room, 
and Bed-Chamber — at Moments 
when no third Perfon can. be 
to whether his Patients are black, brown, 
fair, or red — have two Eyes, of one— 
fquint, or look ftraight —are beautiful, 
or Frights?—And yet Iam informed, that 
there are, of thefe Gentlemen —fo cap- 
tivated by the Charms of a few (who 
are honoured by being ) Favourites, as ‘to 
have their Pictures, in Miniature !—Pdy/- 
eiavs never dream of having Pictures of 


the Ladies they Cure of Colds, Fevers, 
&c. becaufe---in curing thefe Diforders, 


prefent 


ee 
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prefent— give a Midwife-Doétor 
Opportunities to infinuate himfelf 
into her Confidence ?— If fhe 
has had any little private Dif- 
ference with her Hufband, or 
Family, will it not be vifible in 
her Manner? And can the Man, 


who in England reprefents the 


their Pafions remain unaffeted. The Dif 
ference of Sexes, excites no thrilling Sen- 
fations. The FEELINGS of Men-Mid- 
wives, On the contrary —intereft them 
more DEEPLY IN “heir Patients. The 
Midwife - Doors are more /enfible that 
their Patients, are Women - - = - and they 
would not have been defirous of their Pic- 
tures, if they had not been reminded by 
Nature that, they are--= Men, 


Confeffor 
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Confeffor of Popifh Countries, * 
be fo very deficient. in his At- 
tentions, as not to feem concerned 
at her Melancholy, and anxious 
to know the Caufe? — Or is it 
likely that fhe— who has no 
Secret concerning her Perfon, con- 
cealed from him —will conceal 
what affects her AGnd ?———— Is 
not her Midwife-Doétor fo near 
* Like the Confeffor, he muft have ad- 
miffion, at all Times, and in all Places. 
Like the Confeflor,- he is certain of not 
being’ interrupted — fince, ’till Permiffion 
be given, no Perfon, not even the Huf- 
band, can approach the Room, if the 
Englifh Confeffor be in Private with his 

Wife. 
her 
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her Heart, that fhe cannot fpeak 
of him, without Emotion? — 
Does fhe not colour when he is 
mentioned? —-— Can fhe term 
him by any Epithet, lefs tender 
than ‘* dear? ?? — Muft not fuch 
a dear Man, then, be in her 
Confidence? The Moment any 
Man on Earth, is fo much in 
the Confidence of a Married Wo- 
man, as to be entrufted with her 
private Differences, Quarrels, &c. 
he is feated in the Hufband’s 
Throne - -- his facred Rights are 
infringed - -- he no longer holds 
that Place in her Heart, which 

be 
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be alone fhould fill. The isfnuat- 
wng Forceps can PINCH ~ him 
(as well as ber) in the tendereft 
Part — and TURN his Wife's 
Mind, with more Eafe, than he 
can the Child in her Womb! ----< 


Such a Train of Evils attend 
the Practice, that it is impoffible 
but that every good Mind muft 
approve this Attempt to Shame our 
Women out of it. Shall Scenes 
be deemed too bad to be expofed 
on Paper —and not too bad to 
be aéted? — Can Pictures be 
improper for the S¢reeés—that are 

deemed 
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deemed fit for Ladie’s Dreffing- 


Rooms? —I repeat it again and 
again, that the Immodeity lies, 
not in me, who relate — not 
in me who paint — but ia thofe 
Ladies who pretend to Modefty, 
and yet fuffer the Relation to be 
true, and the Likenefs to be firik- 
ing. If our Women — holding 
the Sentiments of Mankind at 
Defiance impudently continue 
the Practice in the Face of Day 


—fhall we not try to force up 
one Drop of modeft Blood into 
their Cheeks, if one can be 
found in their whole Frame? — 

Really 


= 
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Really Fafhion is fo much every 


thing, that if fome Difcourage- 
ment be not fhewn to fuch an 
abandoned Conduét, I fhall not 
be furprized if at laft, quitting 
the Privacy of the Bed-Chamber, 
and Dreffing-Room, it fhould be 
brought upon the Stage — and 
even Harlequin’s Mother refufe 
to yield Birth to her Son, unlefs 
conformable to the Fafhion of 
the Times, fhe be indulged in 
having a Man-Midwife as well as 
her Grace —and we fhould live 
to fee fome Pantomime open 
with the Conjuration of a Man- 

Mid- 
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“Midwife, flying on a  Broomftick 
From my Lady's Bed-Chamber, in- 
to the Glare of a Public Theatre, 
‘to bring Harlequin into Action for 


our Entertainment. 


Since nothing has been able 
to affect our Women, let Doc- 
tor Smellie appear in ‘Evidence 
to prove the Freedoms to which 
they admit Men-Midwives, I 


wifh to make them Blufh, even 


at the Idea of employing a Man, 
Modefty, had infinitely better 


blufh im. Safety in the clofet, 


while alone — than blufh zz Dan- 
ger 


178 Men-Midwives violate Modefty 


ger, under the Vifitation of a Mane 
. Midwife. 


Doctor Smellie, Vol. I. Pages 
184, 185, 186, 187, 188, ———~ 
‘“ Touching is performed by in- 
“troducing the fore Finger, lu- | 
*‘ bricated with Pomatum into 
“the Vagina *, in order to feel 
* the os internum and the Neck 
“© of the Uterus ; and fometimes, 
* into the Rectum +, by difcover- 


* Here, MODESTY is violated. 

} Here, DELICACY. Thus, doth 
are facrificed! If any other Man were to 
be caught, taking fuch Liberties —the 
Hutband would deem it fufficient Caufe for 


ing 
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“ing the ftretching of the Fuwz- 
** dus. By fome, we are advifed 
“to touch with the middle Fin- 
“ger, as being the longeft; and 
** by others, to employ both that 
“and the firft; but the middle 
“is too much encumbered by 
“that on each Side, to anfwer the 
“ Purpofe fully, and when two 
‘are introduced together, the 


a Separation — Dotctor’s Commons, &c, 
—and yet I cannot conceive why he 
fhould feel himfelf more injured, by the 
Freedoms having been taken by a gay 
Man of Fafbion — than by a Doétor— 
who is every way qualified to do him 
equal Honour! 


N Patient 
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‘© Patient never fails to complain. 
* The Defien of Touching, is to 
“be informed whether the Wo- 
“man is, or is not with Child; 
“to know how far fhe is ad- 
“ vanced in her Pregnancy; if 
“the is in Danger of a Mifcar- 
Moria, it ale os: Dternbe t- 
“lated; and in Time of Labour, 
“to form a right Judgment of 
“ the Cafe, from the Opening of 
“the os internum, and the pref- 
“fing down of the Membranes 
“with their Waters; and: laftly, 
“to diftinguifh what Part of the 
* Child is prefented. . 

€¢ In 
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“It is generally impracticable to 
* difcover by a ‘Touch -in the 
“ Vagina, whether or not the U- 
“‘terus is impregnated, till after 
“the fourth Month: Then the 
“ beft Time for Examination is 
“in the Morning, when the Wo- 
“‘man is fafting, after the Con- 
“tents of the Bladder and Rec- 
*“tum have been difcharged; and 
“fhe ought, if neceffary, to fub- 
*‘ mit to the Inquiry in a ftand- 
“ing Pofture; becaufe, in that 
‘“‘ Cafe, the Uterus hangs lower 
“down in the Vagina, and the 
‘“‘ Weight is more fenfible to the 

N 2 “ Touch 
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Touch, than when fhe is re. 
“clined, One principal Reafon 
“Sof our Uncertainty is, when 
“we try to feel the Neck, 
“the Womb rifes up on our 
*¢ prefing againft ibe Vagina, at the 
“Side of the os internum; and 
‘in fome, the Vagina feels 
“ very tenfe; but, when the fun- 
“dus Uteri is advanced near the 
“< Navel, the Preffure frem above 
“keeps down the os internum 
“fo much, that you can gener- 
“ally feel both the Neck, and 
“above that, the ftretching of 
“the under Part of the Uterus. 


<4 In 


ee ee 
~ 
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“Tn the firift four Months, the 
“ Neck of the Womb may be 
“felt hanging down in the Va- 
“ gina, by pufbing up the Finger 
“by the fide of the os in- 
“ternum; but the ftretching of 


“the Uterus, and upper Part 


“of the Neck, cannot be per- 


“ ceived till the fifth, and fome- 
“times the fixth Month; and 
“even tuen, the Uterus muft be 
“kept down, by a ftrong Preffure 
“upon the Belly, 


“The ftretching of the Fun- 
“dus is fometimes felt by she 
N “3 Finger 
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“© Finger introduced into the Rec- 
“* tum, before it can be perceived 
“in the Vagina, becaufe, in the 
“© laft Method, the Uterus re- 
“cedes from the Touch, and 
“‘ rifes too high to be accurately 
“* diftinouifhed, whereas the Fin- 
“oer being introduced into the 
** Retium, pafles along the Back 
“of the Womb almoft to the 
“upper Part of the Fundus, 
“which, in an unimpregnated 
“< State, is felt flat on the back 
“Part, and jetting out at the 
Sides; but, the impregnated 

“ Uterus 


od 
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“ Uterus is perceived like a large 


* round Tumour. 


“ About the fifth or fixth 
‘© Month, the upper Part of the 


© Uterus is fo much ftretched, as 


“to rife three or four Inches 
“above the os pubis, or to the 
“‘ middle Space between that and 
“the Navel; fo that dy preffing 
“* the Hand on the Belly, efpecially 
“of a lean Woman, tt is fre- 
“quently perceived; and if, 
“at the fame Time, the Index 
“¢ of the other Hand be introduced 

N 4 “ip 
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““in the Vagina, * the Neck will 
“‘feem fhortened, patticularly at 
“the fore Part and Sides, and 
“as I have already obferved, the 
“ Weight will be fenfibly felt.” 
MC; CEC, Col 


But the Doétor is not {fatisfied 
with the Liberties already  def- 
cribed. ‘There muft be no Part 


* TI once thought of having Engrav- 
ings made of the different Pofitions, and 
Methods, an which thefe Inquiries are 
made. Pictures, may affect, where Words 
fail. By ftriking the Eye—the Zndecen- 
cy, and of courfe, Jmpropriety’ of the 
Prattice, may be impreffed with Force, 


free 
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free from his refearches. Page 
to1—Vol. I. Smellie. “ Obftruc- 
“tions, and Pregnancy are both 
“accompanied by a | {tretching 
“ Fulnefs in the Breaffs; but in 


on Minds which cannot fo firongly be 
affected by what they read. But I hall 
leave that to others, who may be better 
able to paint, than I am. From the 
Directions that Dr. Smellie gave his 
Pupils, how to touch—and what the 
Reader has feen of his Manner of placing 
Women, for Delivery——he may  eafily 
figure in his Imagination, her Ladythip 
fhut up with her ‘* dear Doétor,” under 
_ Examination, in the Drefling-Room — 
or under Digitation in her Bed-Cham- 
ber, for fome Hours prior to her De- 
livery. 


* the 
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“the laft only, may be perceiv- 
“ed the Areola, or brown Ring 
“round the N*ppl*s, from which, 
“in the laft Months, a thin 
* Serum diftills; but this Circle 
“is not fo difcernable as in the 
“ firft Pregnancy, and even then 
“it is uncertain. as well | as 
others.” Yet, notwithftanding this 
declared Uncertainty, Men - Mid- 
wives fuffer Ladies to imagine that 
they can fatisfy their Curiofity — 
and Women, who pretend to be 
“modeft, firftt fuffer their Breaffs 
to be examined by the Sight, and 
Touch — and then permit the 

| Exa- 
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Examination, to take a more in- 
terefling Courfe~---- in order to 
be informed, of what, Yime, alone 


can difcover—even after every li- 


centious Freedom has been taken, 


to which Vice, and Senfuality 


can prompt! 


Is it poffible for a Man in 
Health, to range over a pretty 
Woman thus — and: not be in- 
flamed almoft to. Madnefs?! — 
Shut up with her, where he 
knows that no Perfon dare in- 
trude----- firft, taking one Li- 


berty — then another - - -- - now, 


Standing, 
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franding, perhaps, is beft — then, 
a reclining Pofture, on a Couch, 
(for the Touch is _ performed, 
both ways, ) ----to be unmov- 
ed, would be incompatible with 
Manhood! —— Valk of Principle 


——~ Folly ! No Principle 


can operate when the whole Man 
is in a Tumult — agitated by 
Familiarities, which nothing human 
can take, without feeling thofe 
Effects which Nature intended they 
foculd produce. The utmoft that 
Principle can do, is to lead one 
to fly from Temptation. It can- 


not work a Mluracle-~--- and 
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what can be more out of the 
Courfe of Nature, than to take 


fuch Liberties, unimpaffioned ?! 


Granting, then, that the Paf- 
fions of the Man-Midwife are 
inflamed—can it be imagined, 
‘ but, that agitated, himfelf, he 
will «wih to agitate the pretty 
Woman, who has fet all his Pulfes 
in an uproar? — He cannot help 
it-----he is no longer a free 
Acent— and of courfe ftands ac- 
quitted of Criminality. He can- 
not be iuppofed ignorant how to 


accoim~ 
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accomplifh his Wifhes*. Under: 
Pretence that zt is neceffary to di- 
late, before he can properly de- 
cide on her Situation, he may 
digitate---- sll infallible Symp- 
toms leave no Room for Doubt, 
but that the Lady’s free-Agency is 
as much deftroyed, as bis. own. 
Women feem to be blind to this 
Danger. Strange, it muft ever | 
appear to me, that they can need 
to be reminded of what Parts 
they are compofed!------ eae | 


* If ignorant, I beg leave to refer my 
Reader to Chambers’s Dictionary —to be 
informed of the Nature of the Clitoris. 
Tt is a Maffer-Key. 

place 
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place a Beacon, on a dangerous 
Sand in their Courfe——and cau- 
tion them when a Storm may be 
expected —fhould they not thank 
the Pilot, who attempts to fave 
them from Deftru€tion? —If the 
Woman, who in the Morning, 
perhaps — would be thocked, even 
at the very Idea of committing 
Adultery - - - and who would be 
Proof againft every Attack that 
could be made, while fhe has her 
Reafon — can be TRICKED 
out of her Senfes— and, dur- 
ing her Delirium, faffer what 
fhe never dreamed of—can I be 

| faid 
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faid to have written what Modefty 
fhould not readswhen I only in- 
form the ignorant, where Ignorance 
may prove fatal? — Will a good 
Mind sather with to with-hold this 
Book from the Eye of Modetty, 
than fuffer a virtuous Woman to 
be informed by it, that if a Man- 
Midwife chufes to improve - his 


Opportunity, ¢ by putting Fire to 


thofe Combuftibles to which he 


may be foolifhly or vicicufly fut. 
fered to.gain Admuiffion ) it is 
impoflible for any young Woman 
living to preferve her Virtue? — 
if the Man-Midwife be not u- 

guardedly 


— 
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guardedly bafty in attempting to 
{pring his Mine, Jdefore it has 
been properly primed -- her Virtue 
muft. be blown into the Clouds. 
Thy Power -— O Digitation — is 

irrefiitible !. é 
But — for Areument’s fake — 
let. us grant that the -Man- 
Midwife — callous to every 
Feeling that is natural to Man- 
hood, remains unmoved. — and 
coolly examines Beauty’s hidden 
Charms, without wifhing to avail 
himfelf of his Advantage. Yet 
have not the Liberties that he 
O has 
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has wantonly taken with her Per- 
fon, removed the Shame of a firft 
Violation 2---- Have not the fa- 
cred Limits, that Modefty fhould 
euard from Defilement—been pro- 
faned, and polluted, by an unbal- 
lowed Wand?----- Accuftomed 
to the licentious Familiarities of 
one Man, (not her WHufband ) 
a Path has not only been open- 
ed, but made fmooth, and 
eafy for another.— Every De- 
fence that Modefty could raife, to 
ovard the Citadel of Virtue — 
has been demolifhed.. The very 
Citadel, itfelf, has been in the 

Hands 
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Hands of an Enemy — who on 
quitting it, blew up its chief 
Barrier — and -eft a Breach which 
no rt can repair. A young 
Creature is but a few Months 
married, before a ftrange Man 
is fent for, called a Doétor — 
who makes his Bow--afks a 
few Queftions in a foft infinua- 
ting Manner — and then---- 
with the utmoft Politenefs (45 @ 
Thing of courfe—like feeling the 
Pulle) fides bis Hand------ - 
--------- !!! — Monftrous ! 
Have we no Feeling left? — Af- 
ter Modefty has flown from our 

O2 Dwell- 
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Dwellings, can we be furprized 
if Virtue follows it’s Companion 
and Defender? — What is it to 
me whether my Wife ‘has been 
polluted by her Midwife-Dodor, 
in her Dreffing-Room —or by 
a Libertine, in a Bagnio? —I 
proteft I think the J/aiter, the 
leaft Defilement, of the two! — 
The Idea of her dear Doéctor’s 
having been xeedlefily admitted to 
fuch a Knowledge of her Perfon, 
would force itfelf into my Mind, 
on every Occafion that I fhould 
with to- forget it. Infamous, as 
the Adultrefs. is, her Crime ad- 


mits 
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‘mits of Extenuation, and fhe 
feems pure, when ballanced againft 
the Pretender to Modefty, who 
Sends for her Dottor, to be digi- 
tated. Shame on fo abandoned 
a Prattice! — Let it: hé--erted 
down, and fcandalized, as eve- 
ry Man wifhes to  preferve his 
Wife and Daughter from Pol- 
Jution. There is no  Pretence 
for it, in Nature — and if the 
Public take it up with Spirit, 
Women who are not abandoned, 
will be as much afhamed to 
have it known that they wan- 
tonly employ a Man-Midwife — 


as 
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as they j/bould be, on being de- 
tected in Adultery. We owe- 
it to ourfelves — we owe it to 
our Wives —to our Children 
--e-+-and—we owe it to our 


Country. 
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